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From 2 Tim. 1 11. a4 „ 


And the ſervant of the Lord muſt not firive, but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meck= 
us inſtrucling thoſe that * ſbemſelves. 5 : 


HE ente dedicates this and the former 
epiſtle to Timothy, of whom in the bowels 


of Chriſt he ſeems remarkably fond. He ſtiles 8 


him his own ſon in the faith; not only becauſe he 

had begotten him in the bonds of the goſpel, for in 
this ſenſe he had many ſons, but becauſe there 

ſeemed ſo much of the ſpiritual image and hea- 
venly likeneſs of the father about him truſt to 
fend Timotheus; for I have no man like-minded, who 
will naturally care for your ſtate, Phil. ii. 20. and be- 
cauſe of his dutiful deportment and diligent at- 


tendance and readineſs to aſſiſt his venerable 


father in the word and work of the Lord But 
you know the proof of Timothy, that as a ſon with 
the father be bath ſerved with me in the goſpel, verſe 
22. And becauſe there ſeemed ſo ſtrong an 
| 4 2 affec- 


4 The Servant of the Loxp 


affection in Timothy to his aged ſire in the faith, 


with whom he could ſeldom part dry eyed, I thank 
my God (ſays Paul the aged), whom I ſerve from 
wy fore-fatbers with pure conſcience, that without 
ceaſing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day; greatly defiring to ſee thee, being 
mnindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy, 
2 Tim. 1 

When the apoſtle wrote this epiſtle he was 
about taking his leave of the world, and of his 
dearly beloved ſon. It was written juſt before 
Paul was brought before Nero the Emperor the 
ſecond time, where he received ſentence and loſt 
his head, but not his covenant head. Paul was 
aware that his departure would greatly affect 


A., T imothy; and the removal of him who had been 


. 


ſo long ſet for the defence of the goſpel, would 
open a way for the ſecond in command to appear 
at the front, and in the hotteſt of the battle; he 
therefore labours hard to comfort him, counſel 
him, and caution him; he advertiſes him and 


adviſes him, inſtructs and encourages him. 


He comforts him by telling him of the un- 
feigned faith that was in him, which dwelt firſt 
in his grandmother and in his mother, and Paul 


Was perſuaded that it dwelt in him alſo. He 


informs him that God had not given him the 
ſpirit of fear, but of power, to ſupport and for- 
tify ; of love, to enlarge, attract, and embolden; 
and of à ſound mind, to keep him heavenly, ſted- 
faſt in the truth, and valiant for it, He counſels 
him 
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him not to be aſhamed of the teſtimony of the 
Lord, or of the goſpel which the Lord himſelf 
had teſtified ; nor to be aſhamed of Paul the 
Lord's priſoner, who was then impriſoned for the 
ſake of his Lord and his word, 2 to keep a good 
conſcience toward him. 

He counſels him to be a partaker of the aſflictions 
| of the goſpel, or of the cruelties that men or 
devils might be permitted to inflict on the adhe- 
fents to it, knowing that if he ſuffered with Chriſt 
he ſhonld reign with bim. 2 29 44 
He cautions him to beware of Alexander the 
copperſmith, who had done him'much evil, and 
greatly withſtood Paul and his goſpel, which I 
ſuppoſe was done before the tribunal of Nero. 
He cautions him againſt tickling itching ears, 
that will be calling for candour, who will require 
heaps 'of teachers to ſcratch Nu none being 
able long to pleaſe. | 

He advertiſes him that the time will come 4wben 
they will not endure ſound dofrine; that many will 
be lovers of themſelves, and envy every faithful 
ſervant that the Lord owns as rivals of their own 


' honour; covetous, aiming more at the fleece than 


the flock ; at a ſtock in hand, independent of 
Providence, inſtead of the good of ſouls ;— 
boaſters of their own merit and carnal learning; 
proud—wearing long robes, deſpiſing the poor 


and illiterate, attempting to affect the paſſions of 


depraved nature by cunning artifice and the empty 
ſound of eloquent oratory; unihankful for the 
A 3 ſpoils 
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- ſpoils their profeſſion brings in; and unboly in 
heart and life; without natural affection for them 
that eclipſe their glory; truce-breakers, who ſwear 
and vow to preach the doctrines of the Lord, 
and then turn Arminians; falſe accuſers, calling 
others Antinomians when themſelves are nothing 
elſe ; incontinent, aiming more at old widows and 
their pockets: than at eſpouſing ſouls to Chriſt or 
making them rich in faith; fierce oppoſers of the 
 Nlicerate ones that God: ſends out; deſpiſers of 
tboſe that are made good. by the Holy Ghoſt; 
zraitors, who will betray half the truths of the 
Bible to ſwim in the ſtream of applauſe; pawn 
conſcience, and expoſe it to damnation, for the 
empty titles of candid men, or men of mo- 
derate principles; heady or headſtrong, not againt 
errors, nor in defence of truth, but againſt others 


ge in behalf of their own honour; how can they 


believe that receive honour one of another, and 
not that honour that cometh from God only! ? 
high minded, not in heavenly things, but aiming 
at high and lofty phraſes, to pleafe the worldly 
wiſe, embalm the phariſee, charm the hypocrite, 
and deceive the ſimple with ſwelling words of 
vanity; making a pompous appearance, climbing 
in dreſs to the height of the. ſeſſion, to live in 
a lofty ſtile, aſſociating with thoſe of the higheſt 
rank, and diſdaining to condeſcend to men of 
low degree; lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of 
God; men that can ſet and play glees upon a 


harpſichord for two hours together, and then ger 
| | into 
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into 4 pulpit and preach againſt party | ſoirit, and 
prove all that he ſays by the cords of his inſtru- 
ment; baving a form of godlineſs, deſiring to 
mimic the learned and dignified prieſt, uſing 
ſervice-books for the want of ſpiritual matter to 
ſerve with ; denying the power of godlineſs in others, 
calling it enthuſiaſm and antinomianiſm, in order 
to bring the grace of God; the ſervants of God, 
and divine inſpiration, into contempt; from ſuch 
Paul bids his ſon turn away, leſt they ſhould cor- 
rupt him. They creep into hoaſes, to prejudice the 
minds of people againſt the ſervants of the Lord. 
as they of the circumciſion uſed to do, who ſub= 
verted whole houſes; ever learning ſcraps of. | 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, but never able-to 


come to the knowledge of the truth as it is in 


Jeſus, 
Paul adviſes his ſon to flee youtbfal laſts, to fol: | 
low righteouſneſs in heart and life; faith alſo; the 
object of it, the doctrines of it, the grace of it, 
the exerciſe of it, and the life of it. Charity, or 
love to God as the ſupreme object; and to the 
ſaints, the objects of God's love, or to all that 
love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fnrtrity and truth; 
and to follow peace with all that call on the Lord out 
of a pure bear; but not with them that call on 
the Lord to bleſs their flander, ridicule; or 


_ villany. 


He inſtructs him, telling wan that in a great 
houſe, as God's church is, there are not only veſſels 
of recht is, there are not only veſſels of 

A 4 merey, 
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mercy, with precious and tried faith in them, 
and veſſels of ſilver, purified and made white; 
but there are veſſels of wwood, barren trees, dry 
ſticks, fruitleſs profeffors, and withered branches, 
fit for nothing but fewel ; and veſſels of earth, 
without any divine treaſure in them, veſſels of 
diſhonour ; Fa man purge himſelf from theſe, be 
Hall be a veſſel unto honour, ſanctified and meet for 
the maſter's uſe, and prepared unto every good 
work. 


Paul encourages his ſon to its himſelf e 
unto God, that men might ſee that he was one 
whom God approved, a workman that needeth not 
to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 
deſctibing the law and the goſpel, the faint and 
the ſinner ; giving à portion to ſeven, and alſo to 
eight, Eccl. xi. 2. a portion to the church of God, 
and to the ſynagogue of Satan, feeding the family 
of heaven with milk and meat, and the hardened 
hypocrite will Judgment, Ezek. xxxiv. 16. Thus 
much by way of introduction to my text. 1 ſhall 
now conſider the words in order as they lay be- 
fore me, which are introduced thus: But fooliſh 
or unlearned queſtions avoid, knowing that they 


do gender ſtrifes. And the ſervant of the Lord 


muſt not firive ; but be gentle unto all men, apt 10 
Feach, patient; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that op- 


peaoſe themſelves: which for method's ſake, I wilt 


| endeayour todo in n the win manner. 


ft. Des» 


Deſeribed and Vindicate. 9 


1ſt. Deſcribe the ſervant of the Lord in con- 
tradictinction from thoſe who call themſelves ſo, 
or are by others falſely ſo called, 
2dly. Shew you, firſt in the negative, and then 
ia the poſitive, what is not, and what is meant 9 
by the word sTRIVE, in the text; or deſcribe law- 
ful and unlawful ſtrife. | | 
zdly. Shew you his gentleneſs, and how all ſorts 45 
of men will try it more or leſs. 
4thly. Deſcribe his aptneſs, or aptitude to 
teach, and the unaptneſs of pretenders to that 4 + 
work, with the reaſons for it. 
5thly. Treat of his patience, and deſcribe thoſe Pd 
who are ſaid to wear it out. 
thly. Define the ſpiritual meekneſs | in my text, 
and wherein it differs from _ candour of 1 Ge 6 
crites, and | 
_ *thly, and laſtly. The perſons with whom this 
meekneſs is to be uſed, namely, theſe that oppoſe 
_ themſelves. 
' 1ſt. I am to deſcribe the Lord's ſervant in 
contradiſtinction from thoſe who call themſelves 
ſo, or are by others falſely ſo called. All are not the 
Lord's ſervants who call him maſter ; Judas called 
him ſo, and yet was a devil, and at laſt the devil 
his maſter entered into him, and let all men 
ſee whoſe ſervant. he was; he was not without 
candour to himſelf, nor the appearance of good 
works; he reproved the Saviour, and poor Mary 


alſo, the firſt for permitting: and the latter for 
— 
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making waſte of the funeral ointment; pretend- 
ed great love to the poor, but he aimed at no- 
thing but money, therefore the ſearcher of all 
hearts gratified him with bearing the bag, or 
keeping the common ſtock; which he did, not as 
the Lord's ſervant, to relieve the poor followers; 
and defray the travelling expences of the Lord's 
retinue, but to act the part of a thief, make a 
private purſe for himſelf, ſtarve the family of 
God, and fell the maſter of the houſhold for 
' thirty pieces of ſilver, in order to get a ſtock in 
hand, independent of Providence, and to prevent 
the perilous adventure of going out to preach 
dit bout purſe or ſcrid. 
2dly. They are not all the Lord's ſervants who 
call him by that name. Many will ſay unto him 
in the great day, Lord! Lord! who will never be 
admitted into the family. It is true, uo man can 
call Jeſus Lord, or his Lord, that is, with the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt: Yet the root of all evil, the love of money; 
has led the devil's ſervants to call him ſo, while 
ſcripture and conſcience have given them the lie 
to their face. Balaam ſaid unto Balack's ſervant, 
if Balatk would give me his houſe full of filver and 
gold, I cannot go beyond the ward of the Lord niy G od 
to do more or leſs, Numb. xxii. 18; Yet his wil 
and inclination lead him to tempt the Almighty 
with a ſeven times ſevenfold ſacrifice; and 'tis 
well known, that he would have ſold hinifelf ro 
the devil, and the heritage of heaven alſo, for 
11 e 
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an independence; or elſe, why did he ſo offer 


go to ſeek for inchantments, if he did not approve f 


the devil's fervice, ſeek the deviFs aid, and de- 
pend on his arm for wiſdom, for ſupport, and 
direction? It was with a ſhew of much candour 


for Balack and the inceſtuous offspring of Lot, 


that he was brought to acknowledge that God 

20as not man that be ſhould lie as himſelf could, nor 

the ſon of man that he ſhould repent of bleffing Tſrazl, 

as himſelf could heartily repent for labouring 0 
long for ſo little profit. 


It is true, he knew ſomething of the holy lr 


of God, and of God's hatred to ſin, by the ad- 


vice that he gave to Balack, in order to ſet a 
trap for Iſrael, to entangle them in ſin, and 
awake the wrath of God againſt them, as it is 
written, Behold theſe cauſed the children. of Hrael 
through the council of Balaam to commit ireſpaſs 
againſt the Lord in the matter of Peor, and there was 
a plague among the congregation, Numb. xxxi. 1 6. 
Nor was Balaam without ſome glimpſe of the S 
viour; the poor aſs upon which he rode had 


ſeen the angel of the covenant and the flaming 
cord of juſtice drawn againſt her rider, which is 


_ 


more than one half of our prefent evangeliſts 


| (falſely ſo called) have ſeen; who, like the fooliſi 
prophets, follow their own ſpirit and have ſeen. no- 
thing, Ezek. xiii. 3. Balaam had perceived his 
eyes to be opened—he had ſeen the fword of 
_ Juſtice in the viſions of God fell into a trance 

at the ſight of it—ſaw the ſtar of Jacob—the 
deſtruc- 
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deſtruction of Moab—the damnation of Ama- 
leck—the victory of Iſrael—the glorious death 
of the righteous, and deſired that his laſt end 
might be like theirs. But his candeur for Moab, 
and his love for independency ſwallowed up all; 
he counſelled Balack to caſt a ſtumbling block before the 
children of Iſrael, and in his heart, he loved the 


wages of unrighteouſneſs ; which ended his candour 


and love to independency. by the ſword of Iſrael, and 
brought him to the company of thoſe inchanters, 
whoſe inchantments he had ſo often We both 


by prayer and ſacrifice. 


zdly. A man may have a miniſterial gi, 
which may be much admired, and much follow- 


_ ed, and whatever uſe it may be of to the church, 
in order to purge the flour, and blow away the 
_ chaff from the wheat, or draw away the hypo- 


TY 
Ft 


crites from the upright, yet we know, thoſe bat 
run before they are ſent ſhall not profit the people at all, 

er. xxiii. 32. they are called wells, but there is 
no drawing water out of them, for they are called 
wells without water; they are called clouds, on 


the account of their pompous and popular ap- 
*” pearance, but there is no water for them that 
are thirſty, nor floods for the dry ground, for 


they are clouds without rain: they are called 


mujical inſtruments, none give more ſound than 
they do, but no quickening power attends their 
noiſe, for they are ſaid to be inſtruments without 
life-giving ſound, ſo that no ſpiritual ſoldier | 

I ._- 7 -- Know 
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knows what is pjped or harped, and as the ſound 
is uncertain, who can prepare for the battle? 
they are called fars, as the ſeven angels of the 
ſeven churches are, but no veſſel of mercy can 
ſteer his courſe by them ; they know nothing of 
the day ſtar, or of the morning ſtar, nor of him 
that maketh the ſever lars and Orion, and turns 
the ſhadow of death into the morning ; but they are 
called wandering ſtars, compared to glutinous 
vapours, exhaled from the bogs of the earth by 
the rays of the ſun, and caſt down with their falſe 
rays, by the nightly damps of the atmoſphere. 


They are called lamps, which ſerve to light 
others, but always go out themſelves about mid- 
night, or before the morning appears, which 
will be the midnight cry of all hypocrites, and 
no wonder, when there is no oi in their veſſels; 
and if they have no oil for themſelves, there is 
no likelihood of poor men, who fall among the 
thieves, namely, Satan, fin, and death; there is 
no oil in theſe veſſels to pour into the wounds of 
a bleeding conſcience, no new wine in theſe old 
bottles for thoſe chat are of an heavy heart; their 
own lamps are gone out, nor is there any of the 
oil of joy, which is to be given in exchange 
for mourning, much leſs can the garments of 
praiſe be brought forth in exchange for the OE 
of heavineſs. | 


Whatever uſe theſe gifts may be of to alarm 


jnſenlible conſciences, or purge the church of 
| God 
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God from light, vain, and trifling hypocrites tis 
plain there is nothing but damnation for them in 
the end whether they make uſe of their zalent or 
pound, or whether they lay it up in @ napkin, If 
the prince give a gift to one of bis ſervants, it 
ſhall [without fail] go out, or return to the prince 
at the year of jubilee, Ezek. xlvi. 17. The ſervant 
abideth not in the houſe. ever, but his ſon's inbe- 
ritance ſhall be bis ſon's for them, Ezek. xlvi, 16, 
the /on abideth in the houſe ever. 


And 'tis clear that ſome of theſe ſervants will 
accuſe the maſter himſelf of the want of candour 
in the great day: here, ſays one, is thy pound 
which I have kept laid up in a napkin. This. man 
ſeems to be one that had waited on ladies or at- 
tended a ſideboard, yet he falls to accuſing the 
maſter; I knew that thou waſt an auſtere man, one 
of a bad ſpirit, deſtitute of candeur, reaping where 
thou haſt not ſowed, and gathering where thou haſt 
wot frewed. You ſee. this man contended for 
candour, though he owned the Lord had never 
ſowed or rewe any thing in his heart; which 
ſerves to ſhow, that thoſe who make the greateſt 
ſtir about univerſal charity, or candour, are the 

moſt deſtitue of grace. The Saviour anſwers 
him on the ground of his own argument ; Thou 
knewejt that I was an auſtere man, reaping where 1 
bad not ſowed, and gathering where ] bad not firew- 
ed, thou oughteſt therefore to have been the 


more careful, as thou hadſt ſuch a ſevere maſter 
Fo 4 A tro 
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to deal with; hu oug bteſt 10 bave put my money 
into the bank; yet ſticks to the old prophecy as 
the Prince of Peace, who was 10 receive bis gift 
again at the year of liberty, Ezek. xlvi. 17. and 
therefore adds, bat I might have received mine own 
gift with wſury, Matt. xxv. 27. Luke xix. 23. but 
never ſays a word about receiving the ſervant 
who had received the gat, pound, or talent. Theſe 
are called ſervants, but neither of theſe are the 
ſervants intended in my text; theſe are legal 
ſervants, /ervants of fin, and ſervants of Mammon, 
though they daringly called the Lord Jeſus their 
maſter, their Lord, and their Gad. 

There are others who attend the word of God 
on purpole ta learn to talk about religion; and 
having no inward heart-work to attend to, they 

make great proficiency in the head and tongue, and 
will learn to prate publicly in prayer; prate I ſay, 
becauſe Wiſdom calls them prating fools, that ſball Foo 
fall. They will attempt to call upon God in ff P 
public prayer in behalf of others before a poor 
En and tempted ſoul can beg for himſelf, 
or dares to adopt the language of the publican, 
and ſay, God be merciful to me a finner. This is 
one of the children that we ſay are too witty to 
live; ſimple ſouls that have no eyes, and hypo- 
crites that haye no feeling, ſtand aſtoniſhed at 
the clapper of his mouth, at his furious zeal, his 
undaunted courage, and the progreſs he makes 
with the unruly member of his head; and no 
„ wonder, for there is no ſtrife between the devil 


and 
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and he; Satan knows the kingdom of God is not 
in word as well as we do, nor is he afraid of the 
ſpeech of them that are puffed up; if he was he 
would be afraid of his own work. Now the 
common labours of the day begin to be bur. 
thenſome to him, and idleneſs to gain ground; 
his call to the miniſtry ſeems clear; his abilities 
are ſufficient for the pulpit, with a little human 
ſcouring, and a few geſtures of the body, and 
ſome of Maſter Merryman's antic motions with 
the hand, which may be learnt at certain places 
of exhibition, at a mountebank ſtage, or at a 
playhouſe, and theſe are all the qualifications he 
expects; and *tis too often ſeen that ſuch are 
admitted into churches by the moſt wealthy and 
moſt graceleſs of the people. Some of the poor 
may complain of the want of expertence and 
power, but their attempts are often too feeble; 
the main ſupporters approve, and that is enough; 
and the preacher has nothing to do to endear 
himſelf to his friends but to accommodate him- 
ſelf to their humour, rub off the edge of God's 
ſword with a little candour ; connive at the fins of 
his patrons, pay his frequent viſits and partake 
of their innocent amuſements, and by "theſe 
means he picks up a tolerable livelihood ;- then 
it is like people like prieft ; and if any complain for 
the want of power, they are enthuſiaſts; if they 
run away and get their food elſewhere, they are 
of a party ſpirit, and want to make diviſions; if 
PP mourn after ts old deceaſed paſtor who 

| formerly 
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| formerly fed them, they are bigots; and if they 
complain of too many hypocrites being taken 
into the church, their narrow ſpirit is condemned 
and candour enforced ; and if God takes ſuch a 


preacher off and ſends one that is faithful, he - 


lives as it were in a hornet's neſt, unleſs he can 
burn theſe veriomous inſects out of the hole, or 
thraſh off this chaff. 

This man is called a ſervant in ſcripture, but 
not the Lord's ſervant; he is ſaid 10 ſerve not our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift but his own belly, Such are like 
the papiſt fiſherman, who took to ſtudy, and 
made ſome progreſs in the languages, on the 
account of which he was made a Monk, and after 


that a Prieſt of an higher order, and after that 


a Biſhop; but through all theſe ſcenes of pro- 
ſperity he would have a net ſpread upon his table 
cloth, to remind him of his mean origin ; this 


mark of his unparalleled humility carried him 


higher, he commenced Cardinal, but till uſed 
the net; at laſt he got into the Scorner”'s chair, and 
then the net diſappeared; and being aſked the 
_ reaſon, he replied, © There is no call for the net 
ce now, for the fiſh is cought ; he fiſhed for the 
Popedom, and he knew *twas vain to caſt the net 
again, If Demas cannot get a preſent portion 
in the church, ic is ten to one but he goes into 
this preſent evil world again, 
There is another ſort of ſervants, who may 
properly be called time: ſervers; their ſervice 
being 5 to the times in which they live. 


:U If 
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If they are likely to get into a church that is 
tolerably ſound in the faith, they will act ac- 
cordingly, preach | againſt their own fentiments, 
condemn the very doctrines of their own heart, 
and advance the truths their fouls abhor. The 
firſt ſtep ſuch a man takes is, to wriggle into the 
affections of his people; and when he has gained 
ground there, then to bring forth a little of the 
old ſtore of Arminianiſm ; but if the brat is too 
bare, then he covers the nakedneſs of it by the / 
word grace, or ſome plain truth; and if this goes 
down, then he increaſes the baneful ingredients 
according as he perceives the mixture to operate, 
and by degrees the minds of the people get 
blinded, the keenneſs of their appetite abated, 
their judgment confuſed, and the great things 
of God are obſcured and hid from their eyes; 
then he leads them any where; and if any ſmell. 
him out, and begin to complain, his zeal will be 
fired, and fharpne/5 muſt be uſed; this makes him 
the object of their fear; and being awed by his 
ſacerdotal countenance, and confounded by his 
ſophiſtic logic, they are obliged to throw open 
both heart and conſcience to him, while he en- 
ſhrines himſelf in the holy place where he ought 
not; and thus the free and ſelf-will of lordly 
man becomes the rule of a poor oppreſſed peo- 
ple, inſtead of the revealed will of God; the 
confuſed judgment of ſuch people is like a 
weather-cock, and is turned with every wind of 
Aottrine. This man is fit for any company, ſo- 
5 clety, 
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ciety, of pulpit, —He's a Calviniſt by turns 
an Arminian in heart—a Baxtarian by fits; and a 
Churchman if occaſion requires, His gift is a 
precious Jewel in his own eyes, and whichever 
way it turns, it proſpers, or he proſpers by it; 
He becomes all things to all men indeed; that he may 
gain the more; not for God; but for himſelf; 
This man is called a ſetvant in ſcripture, but not 
the ſervant that is mentioned 1n my text, for he 
is ſaid to be a ſervant of the Lord, But they that 
preach to pleaſe men cannot. be the ſervants of 
Chriſt: . 2. 

Which leads me to conſider the ſecond branch 
of this general head, which is to deſcribe this ſer- 
yant of the Lord, in contradiſtinction from all 
others. 

iſt. He is one that is repreſented as tanding 
idle in the market place; perhaps it may mean; 
that law and conſcience were at work within him, 
and therefore he could not engage in the devil's 
ſervice as uſuak; for *tis a rare thing to find a 
ſinner idle in this ſenſe. His ſtanding idle, may 
ſerve to ſhew; that the Lord's elect do not ſet 
themſelves to work or attempt to go into the 
vineyard, until the maſter hires them; and they 
are in general ſuch, as no carnal man cares to 
hire, Why ſtand ye here all the day idle? they re- 
ply, becauſe no man hath hired us: Go ye into the 
vineyard, and that which is right, that ſhall ye re- 
ceive, Here is their command, and the promiſe 

Ba both; 
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and that in behalf of Satan's intereſt, on which 


ſame way : They have made kings, ſaith God, but 1 


vineyard, or the branches of it, or be able to work in 
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both; go ye, and that which is right ſhall ye re- 
ceive. Theſe do not run before they are ſent; 
they take not this office upon themſelves until 
they are called of God as was Aaron; nor are 
they ſent of men; it is the Lord that hires and 
ſends his own ſervants. | 

It is true, Satan ſends a great many preachers 
into the world and church both, bur it is done 
to .oppoſe the truth, and the advocates for it, 


account they bear their maſter's name, and are 
called, miniſters of Satan, whoſe end ig to be accord- 
ing to their works. There are men that make 
preachers and ſend them, whom God never 
ſent, nor will ever own; but this is no wonder, 
for they uſed to make kings and princes in the 


knew it not, and princes but not by me; and if they 
can make kings, why not doctors ? But the 
Lord's fervants are called, furniſhed, and ſent by 
himſelf, 7 am, ſays Paul, an apoſtle, not of man, 
nor by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt. Gals. 7. 
The apoſtle, in the chapter out of which our 
text is taken, repreſents the ſervants of the Lord 
in a two-fold character ; firſt, a labourer in the 
vineyard, and ſecondly, a good ſoldier of Feſus 
Chriſt. The buſbandman that laboureth muſs be firſt 
partaker of the fruits, 2 Tim. ii. 5. The labourer 
muſt know the divine hu/bandman and the prin- 
cipal vine, before he can know any thing of the 


it. 
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it. God the father is the chief huſbandman, Chriſt: 
the principal vine, every believer a branch, and the. 
whole church a vineyard. And theſe things muſt 
be known by every labourer, or inferior huſband- 
man, who is called the Lord's ſervant in my 
text. This is life eternal to know thee, the only 
true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 
If an experimental #nowledge of theſe things 
is life eternal, then theſe things muſt be 
known by the Lord's ſervant before he can la- 
bour : Who can work that is dead? He that la- 
boureth, ſays Paul, muſt firſl be partaker of the 
fruits, No preaching Chriſt crucified, till we know 
that our old man is crucified with bim; a know- 
ledge of this, cruciſies us to the world, and the 
world to us, We mult be planted together in the 
likeneſs of his death, before we ſhall know the 
value of it, and in the likeneſs of his reſurrection 
alſo, and be begotten again to a lively hope by 
it, before we can preach Chriſt as the the fir 
fruits of them that ſlept. 

He muſt be partaker of the fruits, before he 
can labour. He cannot be a ſpiritual labourer, 
or a miniſter of the Spirit, till he is a partaker of 
the fruits of the Spirit. He muſt be a partaker 
of the Spirit of love, be brought to love God, 
Jeſus Chriſt, his word, and all that love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity and truth, before he can 
be a miniſter of the Spirit. One glorious fruit of 
the Spirit is faith, and the Lord's labourers are 
called fais hſul ſervants; but graceleſs men cannot 

B z be 
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be called faithful. To hear unbelievers preach 
faith, ſeems as great a contradiction as for Python 
the Devil, to call Paul and Silas ſervants of the 
moſt high God, which was true, bur when he 
added, that ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation, it 
was a lye, for there is no ſalvation for devils, 
Satan by this ſhew of candour, expected ſome 
lenity to be ſhewn by the apoſtle; but Paul wag 

not ignorant of his devices, he paid no reſpe& 
to his candour, but charged him to come out of 
the damſel, and then Satan let Paul feel the effects 
of his ſpleen and bitterneſs: He ſet off into the 
heart of the damſel's maſter, ſtirred up a mob, and 
brought the ſervants of the moſt high God before 
the judgment ſeat, with this heavy charge, be/z 
men being Fews do exceedingly trouble our city, A. 
xvi. 19, 20. 


The huſbandman that labours muſt be à par- 
taker of the fruits; he cannot bring forth good 
fruits, till his own heart be made good; no man 
can gather grapes of thorns nor figs of thiſtles; he 
cannot bring forth the fruits of the Spirit till the 
Spirit be in him, nor can the miniſtry of a barren 
ſoul be fruitful. What knows a carnal man of 
God's buſbentry ? Spiritual labourers have the 
fallow ground of the heart to plow up—thorns of car- 
nal cares and,covetouſneſs to grub—clods to break 
precious ſeed to bear—and incorruptible feed to fow— 
planting and watering to do. He is to enforce 
fruitfulneſs—deſcribe four grapes and wild fg. 


5 gbſer ye what ä bave a e in them and 
what 
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what cluſters are bitter - which branch to encourage 
and which branch to cut at; for which buſineſs, 
none can furniſh or qualify us but God himſelf, 
nor can there be either ſucceſs or increaſe, with» 
out his direction and bleſſing. 

Nor is it enough for a man to taſte theſe fruits 
at his being firſt ſent into the vineyard, he ſtands 
in need of them daily. The keepers of the vine» 
yard have one hundred; an huadred fold in this 
life. Tis poor work, keeping a flock and not 
taſting the milk of the lock. Sad work, to tread 
the wine preſs and ſuffer thirſt, which our Maſter 
did; it is dreadful work 10 keep a vineyard and 
not taſte the fruit of the vineyard, both in a ſpiritual 
and temporal ſenſe, In ſhort, the labourer needs 
fruits and fortitude too, eſpecially as there are 
ſo many litile foxes that ſpoil the vines, and are ſo 
ſubtile and buſy about them that have tender 
grapes. 

The Lands ſervant muſt ſerve is maſter with 
nothing but what is his maſter's own. He muſt 
plow with his maſter's heifer—bear his maſter's 
yoke—ſow his maſter's ſeed—go by his maſter's 
direction, and aim at his maſter's honour. He 
- muſt give no heed to old wives fables, nor turn 
aſide from the way of the vineyard, though Je- 
Zebel the propheteſs ſhould attempt to teach the 
ſervants of the Lord. 

2dly, Paul calls this ſervant in my text, a cod 
4. ſoldier of Feſus Chriſt, If he is a good ſoldier, 
he is enliſted, and, under a divine power on the 
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will, he becomes a willing volunteer ; his en- 
couragement and fortitude ariſe from the view 
that he has of the banner of divine and everlaſt- 
ing love being diſplayed over him, and from the 
good cheer of the bangueting houſe. He will make 
bur a poor recruiting ſerjeant that never received 
the king's bounty, and unleſs he is in preſent 
pay and good quarters himſelf, in vain he beats 
up for volunteers. He that feeds upon Chriſt and 
his word, drinks the new wine of the kingdom, and 
makes God his dwelling place, will make a good 
recruiting officer, becauſe he can ſpeak cheer- 
fully, comfortably, feelingly, and knowingly, 
about the Captain of our ſalvation, and the glo- 
rious privileges of being quartered in the cleft of © 
the rock, of the penny a dap promiſed, and of the 
king's bounty that is given, 


The apoſtle tells us that this ſervant of the 
Lord is a warrior: No man that warreth entangleth 
 bimſelf with the affairs of this life. He that kneeled 

| down to drink water at the river Jordan was ſent 
back as not fit for the field, none but thoſe that 
lapped like a dog were to engage in the Lord's bat- 
-tle, Judges vii. 5. If bowing the knee to the 
world renders a man unfit for this military ſer- 
vice, what ſhall we ſay of ſoldiers chat aim at 
nothing elſe but the things of this life, ſavour not 
tbe things of God, but thoſe of ny" nd load them- 


You with thick clay 4 


This 
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This ſervant. or ſoldier is choſen. by his Lord, 
and to pleaſe his Lord ſhould be his chief aim. 
That he may pleaſe him who has choſen him to be a 
ſoldier, ſays Paul, he is to receive all his orders 
from the Captain of his ſalvation, do all in his 
name, depend on his ſtrength, go by his rules, 
and uſe his ſpiritual weapons. Our captain has 
not made any old women commanders in chief 
of his forces, nor has he committed the word of 
command to them ; this would look as if the God 
of armies had left the camp; he ſuffers not a Wo- 
man to be beard in his houſhold, much leſs in his 
wars. If Jezebel chooſe four hundred of Satan's 
ſoldiers, and keep them at her own table, and uſe 
them in her ſervice, they will be expected to 
obey her orders, becauſe ſhe chooſes, © enliſts, 
and feeds them. But this ſervant in my text be- 
longs to another maſter, and another troop, the 
Lord chooſes him, and he is to pleaſe bim that 
hath choſen him to be a ſoldier. 

This ſervant or ſoldier is commanded to en- 
dure hardneſs. There are at times hard labour 
and hard fare; ſoldiers are ſeldom much regarded, 
though they are, under God, the defence of a 
nation, and much looked to in public calamity. 
So a good ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus is often ſought 
after and looked to, when conſcience is beſieged, 

diſeaſes make inroads on a ſinner's vitals, and the 
devil is diſcovered in full poſſeſſion of the fort 
and palace, and when the midnight cry comes, 
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theſe ſoldiers will appear to be as Eliſha was to 
king Joaſb, the chariot of Hrael and the horſemen 
thereof. The lamps and watchfulneſs of the Lord's 

ſervants have kept them in readineſs, while the 
fooliſh virgins, who have contented themſelves 
__with the law as the light of their feet, and the only 
lamps of their path, will go out, they having paid 
no regard to the ſalvation of God, which is @ lamp 
that burneth; no regard to the oil of gladneſs, nor 
the oil of joy, which alone can keep it burning; 
this light of the righteous reoiceth, when the lamp of 


the wicked is put out. ne c. . 
A ſoldier of Chriſt has many hard ſpeeches to 


bear, cruel mockings to endure, hard hearts to 
beſiege, hardened rebels to engage, and unre- 
lenting devils to oppoſe and reſiſt, who neither 
ſweat nor tire. Theſe, with their human allies, will 
continue to compaſs about the beloved city, nor 
will they ever raiſe the ſiege, till Zion is eſta- 
bliſhed in heaven, and they impriſoned in hell. 
This ſervant of the Lord, in his military cha- 
racer, is commanded to be ftrong in the grace that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. If ſo, he muſt be one that is 
acquainted with the influence of grace, and is in 
union with Chriſt Jeſus; no man can be ſtrong 
in grace that never felt it, nor in Chriſt Jeſus 
that is not united to him, A ſpeculative know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and a barren notion of grace, will 
afford little ſupport or comfort to thoſe whoſe 
eyes never ſaw, whoſe ears never beard, and whoſe. 
Bands never handled the word of life. Grace muſt 
15 be 
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be upon him that is the Lord's ſervant; if ſin be 
ſubdued in him, 'tis grace that ſubdues it, and 
grace ſhall reign through the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt to eternal life; fin, will have dominion 
over thoſe that are deſtitute of grace, and ſuch 
are the ſervants of ſin, not ſervants of the Lord. 
If they are firong in the grace that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, great grace muſt be unto them, and Chriſt 
muſt be formed in them, and be enjoyed by them 
as the hope of glory, or they cannot be ſtrong 
either in grace or in him. The Lord 1s the 
ſtrength of his people, and his freng/h is made 
perfect in their weakneſs, for he ſtrengthens them 
with his Spirit's might in the inner man; ſuch a 
one is ſrrong in grace, and well he may, when the 
Lord is the Aran of 4 his heart and bis n 
for ever. 

| To be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, is to have the faith of God's eleft, which is 
a faith produced by the operation of God, firmly 
fixed on Chriſt, and which worketh by a feeling 
ſenſe of God's everlaſting love, ſhed abroad in che 
heart; ſuch ſervants or ſoldiers will aſcribe all 
their victories to this; ſaying, nay, but in all theſe 
things we are more than Mn Abt through bim that 
_ bath loved us. 


The apoſtle adviſes this ſervant or ſoldier of 
the Lord, to put on the whole armour of God that be 
may be able to ſtand. He allows a ſervant of the 
Lord to put no confidence in the fleſh—no cruſt 

in 
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in old wives fables—no confidence in human 


wiſdom, nor in excellency of ſpeech, or ſwelling 


words of vanity—to yield to nothing but a di- 
vine demonſtration, nor to ſubmit to any thing 
ſhort of ſpiritual power; that our faiih may not 


fand in the wiſdom of men, but in the power of God : 


and all this caution is, leſt the croſs of Chriſt 
ſhould be made of none effect, and to exclude 
the glory of ſalvation from an arm of fleſh; for 
a jealous God will never give his glory to ano- 
ther, nor his praiſe to popiſh images. 


The apoſtle tells us that God's armour muſt 
be put on, that we may be able to ſtand and 
withſtand. No helmer is to be worn by the 
Lord's ſervants, but Chriſt the hope of Iſrael, 
the hope of ſalvation, and the hope of glory. 
No breaſt-plate but the righteouſneſs of God by 
faith; the righteouſneſs that God the Saviour 
wrouglit out, that God the Father accepts and 


imputes, and faith puts on, which is in Chriſt, 
whoſe name is Jehovah our Righteouſneſs. No 


ſhield but that which Abraham and David took; 
the Lord is my ſbield and the lifler up of my bead. 


No ſword but that of the Spirit, which is the 


word of God. No prayers but thoſe indited by 
the ſpirit of ſupplication. No ammunition ſhoes, 
but the preparations of the goſpel of peace, 


which aſſures the heart of an alliance with God 


though at war with the world ; to engage with- 
out theſe, is to make a vain attempt upon this 
8 world, 
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world, or the God of it. The man that en- 
gages in God's work while he is a ſtranger to the 
fruits of the ſpirit, and to Chriſt the firſt fruit, is 
no miniſter of the new teſtament, no evangeliſt, 
no miniſter of the ſpirit. He may be an Bireling. 
or a miniſter of the leiter, but no man can partake 
of his grace, for he has none. He that is a 
ſtranger to grace, to Chriſt, and to his own per- 
ſonal election, is no ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus, nor is 
it likely he ſhould ever pleaſe him, becauſe he has 
not choſen him io be a ſoldier. Unbelievers cannot 
fight the good fight of faith, conſequently cannot 
pleaſe God as ſoldiers, for without faith *tis im- 
poſſible to pleaſe him; for graceleſs, unrenewed, _ 
unpanoplied men to ſet themſelves againſt the 
world, while they are of it, and againſt fin 
while in bondage to it, and againſt the devil 
while he reigns in their hearts and leads them cap- 
tive at his will, is like Satan caſting out Satan. 
Keep this ſervant of the Lord in your eye in this 
his twofold character, as @ labourer in the vine- 
yard, and a goed ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, while I diſ- 
miſs this part of the ſubject, and paſs on to my 
ſecond general head, which is to ſhew you; 
Firſt, in the negative; ſecondly, in the poſitive, 
what is not, and what is meant by the word 
rive in my text, or deſcribe * and unlaw- 
ful ftrife. 

Graceleſs miniſters and empty profeſſors will 
never ftrive lawfully; all their ſtrife is in behalf of 
themſelves. Their ſtriving is, either to get 2 
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name, get a livelihood, keep a reſtleſs conſcience | 
quiet, or elſe, they preach to oppoſe others and 
injure them in the work of the Lord, charging 
them in their ſermons with being influenced with 
Antinomianiſm, party zeal, and a bad ſpirit, 
which is in fact charging them with the ſpirit of 
the devil; but no wonder, they called the maſter 
of the houſe Belzebub, accuſed him of breaking 
the law, and profaning the ſabbath, both which are 


Antinomianiſm, and a bad ſpirit; if the maſter 


fared thus, what can the houſhold expect? the ſer- 
vant is not above his Lord. Such indeed preach 


” Chriſt even of envy and ftirife, and ſome alſo of good 


will. The one preach Chriſt of contention, not 
fincerely, ſuppoſing to add affiiftion to another's bonds, 
Phil. i. 15, 16. Theſe can never firive lawfully, 
becauſe they are (deſtitute of that power that 
maintains a lawful ſtrife. A labourer in the 
Lord's vineyard will ſtrive againſt the errors and 
deſperate profanity of the wicked, notwithſtand- 
ing the cruel uſage, and ſtrong oppoſition that 
may be made againſt him; and the ſpirit of God 
will make them maintain this ſtrife and ſtand 
their ground at it as long as he pleaſes. Noab 


was an buſhandman, and a labourer agreeable to my 


text, in both ſenſes of the word, for he was a 
preacher of righteouſneſs, he ſtrove with the 


Antediluvians for upwerds of an hundred years, 


till God put an end to the ſtrife, and cauſed boſe 
that ſtrove with him to periſh, Ifai, xli. 11. ſaying, 


9 
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My ſpirit ſhall not always ftirive with man, ſeeing be 
is fleſh, Gen. vi. 3. this is lawful ſtrife. 

 2dly. When graceleſs men get into pulpits, 
they ſet themſelves againſt the faith of the goſpel, 
being ignorant of it; and therefore-in order to 
keep up their popularity, they charge it with li- 
centiouſneſs, and to amuſe and blind a ſim- 
ple people, they turn aſide to vain jangling, being 
ſtrangers to goſpel conſiſtency, they deſire to be 
teachers of the law, knowing neither what they ſay, 
nor whereof they afjirin. Theſe ſet the law againſt 
the promiſes of God, and by their unbelief try 
to make the faith of God without effect. Theſe - 
are not to be admitted into the houſes of the 
ſaints, nor are we to bid them God ſpeed, leſt we 
partake of their evil deeds : the ſaints of God are 
all to unite as the heart of one man to oppoſe 
ſuch as theſe, and reſcue the faith which they 
want to make void out of their hands, and not to 
flinch from this work, nor be afraid of the oppo- 
nents. Stand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriv- 
ing together for tube faith of the goſpel, and in nothing 
terrified by your adverſaries, which is to them an 
evident token of perdition, but to you, of ſalva- 
tion, and that of God, Phil. 1. 27, 28. a is lat - 
ful fſirife. 

3dly. A labovrer in the Lord's vineyard is 

enlarge his work as much as poſſible, and 5 
abide the longeſt where he ſees he is moſt uſeful; 
and as the Lord's labourers have different gifts, 
one after this manner and another after thar, 
| they 
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they are to viſit the churches occaſionally, and 
not to be diſcouraged though here and there a 
Diotrephes will ſhut them out, and prate againſt 
them with malicious words, in order to keep the 
pre-eminence, 3 John ix. 10. and not only viſit 
the churches, but break up freſh ground and en- 
deavour to raiſe up new plantations, which the 
fluggard refuſech to do by reaſon of the cold, 
Tis often ſeen that God keeps his ſervants la- 
bouring in dark and barren parts of the earth 
till they are ſtocked with large ſtore of expe- 
rience and knowledge, and then uſes them at the 
opening of the gates and in the bigb places of the city: 
Yea ſo have I firived to preach the goſpel, not where 
Chriſt was named, left 1 ſhould build on another man's 
foundation, Rom. xv. 20. but where he was not 
named; this is /awful ſtrife. 
4thly. A labourer in the Lord's vineyard will 
often be troubled with the tle foxes that ſpoil 
the vines; which foxes are falſe prophets—/by 
prophets are like the foxes in the deſerts, Ezek. xill, 
4. called foxes becauſe of their cuning and ſubtlety, 
and the ſtink that they make in the noſtrils of God. 
Theſe bring in damnable bergſies to oppoſe the 
truth, and try to undermine the walls of ſalva- 
tion, prate againſt divine inſpiration, and ca- 
vil at faith and a good conſcience; whilſt e- 
parating the vile from the precious, is doing the 
work of a party ſpirit; declaring the whole 
counſel of God faithfully, is doing the work of a 


bad ſpirit, to bold the myſtery of faith in à pure 
conſcience, 


I 
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tonſcience, is to be an Antinomian; to hold Chriſt 
4s the end of the law for righteouſneſs, and the 
end of the commandment, to be charity; and 
both theſe in the heart by the Spirit as the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law fulfilled in them, is making 
void the law; enforcing a union with Chrift, and 
4 walk in the ſpirit, is "ſearing aſide the rule of 
life; and preaching the grace of God, is called 
rocking the cradle of the devil; preaching one's 
own teſtimony is preaching ſelf; refuſing confe- 
deracy with the wicked 1s ſingularity; and he 
muſt be taken down in a public pulpit that mag- 
nifies his office :=While preaching to pleaſe men 
is doing the work of an evangeliſt; preaching 
philoſophy is doing the work of a learned divine; 
he that preaches the principles of fleſh and blood 
is a man of moderation ; and he that gives up 
the truth, gives into errors, connives at ſlander, 
and juſtifies the wicked, is a man of candour,— 
I cannot think but that theſe things will go by 
other names in the great day of judgment; I ac. 
think it will be called walking in craftineſs, and * 2 
handling the word of God deceitfully, Theſe 
men take away the hedge of God's vineyard, and 
let the wild boar out of the foreſt into it. 
The Lord look down in pity and vit this vine, 
and enable his ſervants to ſtand in the gaps, and 
make up the breaches ; for there are many who are 
trying to remove the bounds that God has ſet, and 
the fences that diſcriminating grace has made, 
and fo to lay the incloſures of God level with the 
* common 
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common fields, barren heaths, and parched places 


of the wilderneſs, which ſhall never know when good 
cometh, To ſeparate the vile from the precious is 


God's command; and to contend earneſtly for the 


faith once delivered to the ſaints, is the duty of every 
Chriſtian, as well as the miniſterial ſervants of 
the Lord; in this work they are to ſtand like an 
iron pillar or a brazen wall, Though we may 
have ſome cauſe to complain, as Jeremiah did, 
Wo is me my mother that thou haſt borne me a man 
of firife and contention, Jer. XV. 10, yet this is 
lawful ſtriſe. | 

,. Sthly. It is uſual for thoſe who are called out 
of the common way, or raiſed up for any parti- 
cular work, if they are uſeful, to meet with. the 
ftrongeſt oppoſition, fometimes from God's own 


children, but eſpecially from falſe bretbren. Many 


oppoſers had Paul, who crept into houſes,. eſpe- 

cially thoſe of the circumciſion, who made it 

their buſineſs to follow him from place to place 

a order to raiſe a ſtorm againſt him. The Sa- 

ET Ak parable was verified when the ferward, 
16 n namely the prieſtly tribe, was put out of his 


Stewardſhip; he then leſſened the debts of ſinners 
to God, in order to be received into their houſes — 


The- apoſtle complains of ſuch, that they were 
enemies 10 the croſs of Chrift ; that they ſubverted 


. whole houſes, teaching things that they ought not; 
and as they hypocritically laboured in a ſubter- 


raneous way, the apoſtle adopted their diligence; ' 


he n the people publicly, and from houſe to houſe, 
8 . endea-, 


\ 


( 


{ 
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endeavouring to warn every man, and teach every 
man: Whereunto 1 alſo labour, STRIVING accord- 
ing t6 his working which worketh in me mightily, 
Col, i. 28, 29. This is lawful firife. eh 

| 6chly. This ſervant or ſoldier of the Lord is 
to endeavour to keep the field, and not like 
Ephraim, harneſſed and carrying bows, turn bark in 
the day of battle. The Lord's ſoldier muſt fight a 
good fight 3 he muſt be valiant for truth, and keep 
both his arms and armour; iruth is his ſhield and 
buckler, and with this good thing he is never to 
parton this he is never to turn his back; he 
that is aſhamed of me and my word, of bim will I 
be aſhamed. In defetice of truth, and againſt the 
enemies of it, he is io reſi unto blood STRIVING 
againſt fin, Heb. xii. 4. 

ythly. This labourer or ſoldier is not to aid 
every outcry that is made againſt him. When 
the ſword of the ſpirit lays open a ſinner's heart, 
or an hypocrite's empty profeſſion, theſe are times 
that finntrs in Zion are afraid, and fearfulneſs ſur- 
priſes the hypocrites : Who among us ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting burnings? Such as theſe will cry out 
azainſt a bad ſpirit; too much © bitterneſs is 


complained of; theſe will /ay in wait for him that 29g 2 
reproves in the gate, crying out, Propheſy ſmooth A. 
thing propheſy dereits—cauſe the Holy One of Bo /0 © 


Iſrael to ceaſe from before us; give us a little can- 
dour make us kerchiefs, ſew a few pillars under our 
arm holes, Ezek. xiii. 18, The ſervant of the 


Lord is not to ſpare the devil for his crying; 
& EI. now 
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now is the time for the good ſoldier to follow 
his blows, to ſpeak like the piercing of a fword, 
for the tongue of the wiſe is health; now is the 
time to ſer fire to the hole of the aſp, or lay the 
ax to the root; and if the iron be blunt, be "muſt 
whet the edge (with prayer), or put forth more 
firength, and look up for wiſdom, which is profit- 
able to direct him where to cut. This is a work 
that the Lord's ſervant findeth to do, and be is 
to do it with all bis migbt - which requires ſtriv- 
ing, and is lawful ſirife, becauſe it is oppoſing 

them that STRIVE againſt the Lord. Jer. I. 24. 

-- © 8thly. Not only are the ſervants of the Lord 
who labour in the word and doctrine command- 
ed to ſtrive, but every awakened ſinner, who 

is compaſſed about with numberleſs ſins, cor- 
ruptions, and fears, which bring him into ſo 
many ſtraits and difficulties; he is commanded. 
to ſtrive to enter in at the ſireight gate, notwith- 

= ſtanding the many that will firive to enter in and 
il ball not be able. The people of God are to ftrive 
to aſſiſt their miniſter that the Lord ſends them, 
when God has made it manifeſt in their conſciences 

that he is ſent by him; and not ſtand at the 

helm and watch to ſee which way the ſtream 

of public applauſe runs, but to watch the waters 
© of life that make glad the city of God. Profeſſors: 
that aim at nothing but to take the ſtrongeſt 

fide, act like Alexander the copperſmith, and 
follow a multitude to do evil, in oppoſing the 


advocates for truth contrary to their own judg- 
5 | - ment - 
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ment and conſcience; ſuch thrive in their pro- 
feſſion no better than Abithophel, whoſe counſel ' 
was turned to fooliſhneſs, 2 Sam, xv. 31. nor do I 
ſee how they can, for they ſtrive againſt their 
Maker, Iſa. xlv. 9. they ſtrive againſt the prieſt, 
Hoſea iv. 4. and they ſtrive againſt the verdict 
of their own conſcience. The ſaints of God 
are to ſtrive to aſſiſt the public ſervants of the 
Lord in their work: Now 7 beſeech you, brethren, 
fer the Lord Feſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of 
the Spirit, that ye ſirive together with me in your 
prayers. to God for me, Rom. xv. 30, T his 1 is Jaw- 
ful ſiriving. | 
Having ſhewn you negatively what is not 
meant in my text, or is /awful ſtriving, I come 
now to the ſecond branch of this head, which 
is to ſhew you poſitively what is meant, or to 
| deſcribe unlawful Anu. the ſervant of the 
Lord muſt not ſirive. 
iſt, Though it is lawful for every man of God 
to covet earneſtly the beſt gifts, and to ſtrive to 
excel for the edifying of the church ; yet it is not 


lawful to flander and heap public reproach on 


others in order to keep up our own popularity, 
or to eſtabliſh it, by belying thoſe that God is 
pleaſed to ſend, much leſs are we to monopo- 
lize the churches of God into our hands, in order 
to keep others out, for fear of our own honour 
being eclipſed, - much - leſs are we to order 
churches. that others have planted, to give the 
Planter a final/diſmiſſion from his own work be- 

b- 3 +4: 
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fore they can receive any aſſiſtance, as ſome have 
done, at Wooking in Surry; this is lording it 
over our Lord's heritage, and aiming at the gar- 
land in an unlawful way. If a man ſtrive for 
maſteries, yet is he not crowned except he ftrive lawfully, 
2 Tim. ii. 5. for men to combine and ſtrive in 
this manner is altogether unbecoming. Be not 
many maſters, knowing that we ſhall receive the greater 
condemnatian; this ſtrife is unlawful, and in this 
ſenſe, the ſervant of the Lord muſt uot firive. _ 
2dly. We muſt not ſtrive to oppoſe others in 
bearing their own teſtimony for God, nor be 
offended becauſe they zealouſly defend the great 
truths that God has revealed to them, ſuch as 
 —the ſovereignty of the Almighty—his perſonal 
election of his people - the proper deity of our 
Lord— particular redemption and juſtification 
unto life by him; as ſome do who depart from 
the faith, turn their ears from the truth, and 
turn to fables, boaſting of free will while they 
are led captive by the devil at his will; talking of 
power, while they are ſervants of fin; and boaſt- 
ing of merit and ſelf-righteouſneſs, while the ſen- 
tence of the law is in them, and d they are accuſed 
and condemned by their own thoughts ang conſcience 
all the day long. This is oppoſing God, his wit- 
neſſes, and the teſtimony of his word, and taking 
art with the world, and endeavouring to ſet the 
church of God on a level with the wicked. Let 


4 Pn 1 with the Peres of this earth, 
but 
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but woe to him that ſtrives with bis Maker, Iſa. xlv. g. 
This ſtriving is unlawful ; in this ſenſe, the fervass 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive. 
3dly. Setting the law perpetually before the 
children of God, which has a tendency to terrify 
weak believers, and to take their mind from the 
Saviour, as too many do in our days, who make 
Moſes's law to be the truth of Moſes's rod, and 
| ſet it to ſwallow up all the promiſes of the goſpel, 
as if the law was againſt the promiſe of God, or the 
promiſe an enemy to the law. Surely the co- 
venant of grace was in being before the law, 
and as it is a better covenant, and eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes, one would think (of the 
two) the covenant of grace ought to have an 
equal footing, if not the pre- eminence. But we 
have too many who are alive without the law, the 
law has not killed them, and being ignorant of 
the ſentence of it, they are not dead to it. The 
law is to be uſed lawfully, to awaken careleſs 
ſinners, and ftop the mouths of proud boaſters 
by bringing them in guilty by the law; what/o- Alm 
ever the law ſaith, it faith to them that are under the 4 E 
law, that every mouth may be ſtopped. We are to 
inſiſt upon the ſaints ordering their ſteps in God's 
word, and on love to the law after the inner 
man, not to a part thereof, but to the whole will 
of God; then ball I not be aſhamed when I haue 
reſpef? unto all thy commandments ; but this love to 
the law after the inner man is nonſenſe to them 
who are not acquainted with. the new man. 
Thoſe that can act contrary to the commanding 
G 4 will 


40 The Servant of the Load 


will. of the Saviour in the new. teſtament, white 
they are contending for one chapter in the old, 
are the worſt of Antinomians. He that breaketh 
the leaſt of theſe commandments, and teacheth men ſo, - 


whether by word or example, ſhall be accounted 


leaſt in the kingdom of heaven: But whoſoever ſhall 
do and teach (do firſt, and teach afterwards) ſhall 
be accounted great. *Tis yain to enforce the 
law to others, unleſs they give us an account of 
its operation on their own hearts, and a copy of 
it in their own life. Thoſe that tell us perpe- 
tually that the ten commandments are the be- 
liever's only and all-ſufficient rule of life, ſeem 
to give us no account of themſelves being quick- 
enced; they are for excluding the Saviour's com- 
mands, for not one of theſe has ever mentioned 
to me one word about the ſpiritual rule that 
Chriſt gave by Paul, which is eaſily to be ac- 
counted for; for ſpiritual circumciſion, the new 
creature, and faith that worketh by love, are 
difficult points to handle, therefore tis better to 
wave the ſubject, and go to Sinai, for Iſhmael. 
has more friends than Iſaac; more are the chil- 

_ dren of the deſolate than thoſe of the married 
wife, and by theſe means, ſimple ſouls are enter- 
tained with a vain Jangle, which ſerves to make 
a ſtir, employ the minds of the people, give a job 
to the devil, and raiſe a multitude, to ridicule 
| the faith, We know the ten commandments are 
not of faith, nor do they give any direction 
about it; they ſay nothing about a Saviour, nor 
promiſe one, nor do they direct to his blood 4 
| | ] righ te 
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righteouſneſs; they know nothing about repent. 
ance, they do not point to it, nor give it, nor 
accept it: it is perfect doing and perfect love that 
they require. But we are under a better teacher, 
namely the Spirit of promiſe, who teaches us to 
profit, and guides us into all truth; we are 
taugbt of God to love one another. The law tells 
me to love my neighbour as myſelf, but not bet- 
ter, as the goſpel does, which ſays, we ought 7 
lay down our lives for the brethren—to be effirad ap 
upon the ſervice of their faith—to ſpend and be ſpent 
for them: Nor does it tell me to deny myſelf daily, 
nor to take up my daily cro/5, nor to ſet my face 
againſt the world and oppoſe it, nor yet to follow 
another in the regeneration, nor yet be crying to God 
day and night in prayer, nor give any direction con- 
cerning the various branches of divine worſhip, 
not a word about baptiſm, nor of breaking bread. 
If the ten commandments are the only rule, I 
cannot find any of theſe things in it; and yet, 
many live in the practice of theſe things, which 
convinces me that believers have got other rules 
of life beſide the ten commandments, and a 
ſpiritual rule too, beſides this narrow legal one 
which ſome contend for; they muſt take theſe 
things from ſome other part of the will of God. 
It muſt be confeſſed that unregenerate profeſſors 
may have the form of knowledge and of the truth in 
the (letter) of the law, Rom. ii. 20. as well as the 
Jewiſh phariſees had, and theſe may make the 
law their rule of life as it certainly is, for they 
muſt 
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muſt abide by the rule if they will live therein; 
and ſuch may be alive to this form of knowledge, 
and alive to this rule, and be as Paul was alive 
without the law, Rom. vii. 9. for the ſinner's 

form of knowledge, and the ſpiritual lat of God 
widely differ. Nevertheleſs, according to this 

form of knowledge, which is their rule, they may 

perform a deal of ſervice, which is called ſerving 

in the oldneſs of the letter, Rom. vii. 6. theſe are 

the people who /t in Meoſes's ſeat, and give rules 

to the believer, and whatever they bid him ob- 

ſerve, he by the ſpirit does; and if he does theſe 

things, having them in his heart, he will at laſt 

judge the others; but the main drift of Satan in 
this buſineſs is, to turn the eyes of weak be- 

lievers from the Saviour and ſo bring them into 

bondage, as was the caſe with the Galatians, 
But the believer has more than a form of know- 
ledge ;. God ſends the law in its ſpiritual power 
to his heart, and by his ſpirit he writes it there, 
which leaves ſo deep and laſting an impreſſion as 
never to be blotted out. He is the man that 
knows righteouſneſs, a man in whoſe beart is God's 
late he is not alive without the law, but through 
the lau alive to God—he walks in newneſs of life 
he ſerves God in the newneſs of the ſpirit, not in 
the oldneſs of the letter. This man is ſure to be 
right, he is in the covenant, and has the law of 
God in bis heart, grace ſubdues his ſin, God 
* Lam toit bis eye, and he ſerves God in the 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit—he | is circumciſed, and walks in love to Cod 
he is a new creature and follows Chriſt in the re- 
generation he has a faith that worketh by love, 
and he is not idle, but abounds in the work of 
the Lord; and as many as walk according to this rule, 
mercy. on them and peace. If there is truth in the 
| ſcriptures, this man ſhall be eternally ſaved; this 
dectrine will do to die by; the former may do to 
talk about or to trade with in order to gain a 
penny for a livelihood, but it will afford no com- 
fort at death, nor is it attended with any power 
in life, God ſets not his ſeal to that; this is vi- 
ſible enough, and will be more ſo daily. The 
believer is the man that will perform good works; 
theſe vain janglers about the law only ſtrive in 
vain; they ſay and do not. This is a faithful ſay- 
ing, and theſe things I will that h affirm, con- 
fanthy, that they which have believed in God (for 
'tis in vain that we expect: them any where elſe) 
might. be careful to maintain good works : thele 
things are good and profitable unto men, But avoid 
fooliſh queſtions, and genealogies, and contentions, and 
STRIVINGS about the law; for, they, are unprofit- 
| ble and vain, Titus iii. 8, 9. This is the unlawful 
ſtrife of workmongers againſt the grace of, God; 
but, in this ſenſe, the ſervant of the Lord, muſt nat 
ſtrive. 
Athly. To lay in wait for him that reproves in 
the gate to make a man an offender for a word 
to ridicule a ſervant of God and his work, by 


falſchood, as the Rey, Mr. Belly at Graveſend did 
me, 
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me, who ridiculed the providence of God in my 
Bank of Faith, declaring that I would ſpiritualize 
knives and forks. ** T have got my ſermon,” ſays 
he, © in my pocket, and am going to London 
et to-morrow, to preach againſt the ſpirit of that 
et book ;“ and he had got the materials in his 
pocket, nay, his behaviour was ſuch as I am 
aſhamed to mention, and the gentleman was ſo 
hurt at it, that he had a good mind to have 
wrote to me, but when he came to town he 
took care to let me know the plot by a friend; 
he knows the man, he lives at Dartford in Kent, 
and will prove it to his head. I think he is one 
of a party ſpirit, for he brought ſtrife and con- 
tention with him though he preached againſt 
contention. ' He proved the neceſſity of harmony 
by the cords of his inſtrument, why then did he 
breed a jargon with me? I had never ſeen him 
nor ſpoke to him. He enforced candour, and ex- 

claimed againſt blood-thirſty rage, and fell foul 
of the text that I had handled, cavilling at the 
very words of God, which he was pleaſed to ſtile 
immodeſt texts, which texts may ſhortly ap- 
pear in print, and - my" ſermons on them, if God 

rmit. Can ſuch conduct as this be of any uſe 
to the church of God? Can there be any edifica- 
tion in this? Will this make a bad ſpirit better? 
Is this the way to reconcile parties, or to cure 
a blood-thirſty diſpoſition? Can this create any 
we among brethren ? Can playing with words, 


enforcing 
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enforcing philoſophy, treating of muſic, and ca- 
villing at ſcripture, do any good? Ts not this 
STRIVING about words to no Profit, but to the ſub- 
verting of the bearers, 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
This is unlawfut firife, and the ſervant of the Lord 
muſt not ſtrive; which leads me to my third ge- 
neral head, which was to deſcribe the gentleneſs 
of the Lord's ſervant, and how all forts of men 
will try it more or leſs. 


This gentleneſs 1 in my text is not that tameneſs, 
lazineſs, or evenneſs of temper, which hypocrites 
ſo much admire, which is to be found in carnal 
men; this may be ſeen ſometimes in deiſts, dead 
phariſees, raformed profeſſors, or in a hypocrite when 

thunder-ſtruck. Ahab ſeemed like a lyon when 
the prophet met him; laſt thou found me O 
mine enemy ? and he anſwered, I have found thee, ' 
becauſe thou haſt ſold thyſelf to work evil in the 
fight of the Lord. I will make thine houſe like 
the houſe of Jeroboam, and the dogs ſhall eat 
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him that dieth 
of Ahab in the city the dogs ſhall eat; and him 
that dieth in the field ſhall-the fowls eat. Theſe 
things tamed Abab, and made him gentle and 
tractable; for he rent his clothes, put ſackcloth on 
his fleſh, faſted, and went ſoftly ; Seeſt thou (ſaith 
God) how Abab humbles himſelf ? 1 Kings xxi. from 
22 to 2gth verſe. But this is not the gentleneſs 
meant in my text. Nicodemus was very gentle in 


the /enate concerning the rigorous meaſures pro- 
poſed - 
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poſed to be uſed againſt Chriſt ; does our law judge 
a than befere it bear him? and he was the fame 
when he came to Chriſt by night, but the Sa- 
viour gave him no thanks for it. The young 
man in the goſpel; when he was commanded tg 
ſel] all and follow Chriſt, was very tame and gentle, 
and went away ſorrowful ; but it was the ſorrow of 

the world, that worketh death. The I:aodiceans 

were gentle, tame, and trafable; they had no fre 
. of love, nor fiery zeal, no rancour, ſpleen, nor bit- 
terneſs; they needed nothing, nor did they ſtrive 
for any thing, and this carnal eaſe and Hob is all 
the gentleneſs and candour that ſome call for. But 
*tis not enough to be Iukewarm, they muſt be 
either cold or bot, they muſt be with Chriſt or 
againſt him; they muſt either gather with him, 
or ſcatter abroad; ſerve God and hate mammon, 
or ſerve mammon and hate God. This gentle. 
neſs ſprings from ſtupor, inſenſibility, carnal 
eaſe, and ſpiritual death; but the gentleneſs | in 
my text is quite another thing ; it is not forced: 
by the withering vengeance of God, nor does it 
' ſpring from an outward reformation, nor from an 
external perfuming or embalming of ſinners by 
the word, which is ſometimes the caſe where 
grace never reaches the heart or changes the 
foul. 

2dly. There is a 8 that at times in- 
fluences even the ſervants of the Lord, which 
ſome of them are brought into by the fear of 


man, want of zeal, courage, and faithfulneſs; 
which 
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which they are brought into by aſſociating with the 
unregenerate. The liberality of hypocrites,” the 
feigned humility of legal workmongers, and the 


pretended candour of rotten fleſhly profeſſors, 


abates the edge of their zeal, betrays them to be 
partial in their truſt, yield up half the good thing 
that is committed unto them to the children of 


lies; and, for the ſake of unlawful peace, preach - 
a univerſal goſpel, and neglect the bounds that 


God has fixed, blunt the edge of God's ſword, 
and pay no regard to the lines that he has drawn. 
This gentleneſs is not the gentleneſs that God 
commands in my text, for this is reprehenſible. 
We find the angel or miniſter of the church in 


Thyatirah had much of this ſort of gentleneſs; he 


was not only gentle to all men, but to women alſo, 


for he ſuffered Teach to teach, for which he was 


reproved. 


The apoſtle had ſome ee in \ hs days ; 
that were gentle to theſe propheteſſes ; hence he 


writes, that women ſhould adorn themſelves in 
modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety, 
which becometh women profeſſing godlineſs, 
with good works, and that they ſhould learn in 
filence with all ſubjection, but not to be ſuffered 
to teach nor to uſurp authority over the man; for 
Adam was firſt formed, then Eve; and Adam 
was not deceived—burt the woman being de- 
ceived was in the tranſgreſſion, 1 Tim. chap.. 2. 
The beſt account that Eve could give when 
the queſtion was put. 1 Woman what haſs. 

I2 thou 
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thou done? was this, the ſerpent beguiled me; and 
thoſe that are ſo fond of writing againſt the 
Lord's ſervant; in order to bring his miniſtry 
into contempt, and injure the word of God, 
can ſay no more in their defence than their 
mother did be ſerpent beguiled me. 

Some in the apoſtle's days were not contented 
wh carrying a private meſſage by word of 
mouth, as Mary did to the apoſtles, nor with 
private converſe, as Priſcilla was, who were both 
converted women; one knew tbe pardon of ber 
fins, and the other the way of the Lord; but Paul 
had ſome women that knew not the way of the 
Lord nor the pardon of fin, yet would be 
teachers; hence Timothy is commanded Zo avoid 
old wives fables, though others might adhere to 
them. Paul had no ſmall trials from this quar- 
ter; hence he ordains that no widow ſhall be 
admitted to a proper relief under threeſcore years 
of age having been the wife of one man, well reported 
ef fer good works; if ſhe bath brought up cbil- 

dren, if ſbe bath lodged ſtrangers, if ſbe bath waſhed 
the ſaints feet, if ſbe bath diligently followed every 
_ work, 1 Tim. v. 9, 10. 

Paul had ſome. honourable women, and theſe 
he greatly honoured. We read alſo of real pro- 
Ppheteſſes in the apoſtle's days, but we have no 
prophecies from them againſt the ſervant of the 
Lord, nor any account of their propheſying to 
teach men in public. Mary and Elizabeth pro- 


phefied to each other; and ſuch are ordered to 
teach 


Deſcribed and Vindicated, - 49 


teach the younger women to be ſober, guide the 
houſe, love their huſbands and their children; to 
be diſcreet, chaſte, and keepers ar home, Titus 
ii. 4. Paul had female ſervants that waited on 
him and the churches, but none of them pre- 
tended to teach him from the preſs; they did 
not tell him in print that he was too little be- 
cauſe he was let out of a window in a baſket, 
nor that Apollos was too big by one half. Paul's 
ſervants laboured with bim, not againſt him; they 
ſuccoured him, and did not add affliction to his bonds; 
they carried his epiſtles and his meſſages by word 
of mouth—they waited on him inſtead of ſlander- 
ing him; they were ſwift to bear him, but flow to 
teach him; they were helpers with him, not 
plagues to him. | 
But Paul had other forts of women, who 
knew not be way of the Lord, nor the pardon of 
fin, like Mary; nor the Spirit's work on the ſoul, 
like thoſe good propheteſſes; but empty, inſo- 
lent, tyrannical, bold, . daring, and imperious 
theſe are they that would teach and uſurp autho- 
rity over the men, like ſome in our days, whoſe 
writings bear juſt as much reſemblance with 
Hannah's ſong, Elizabeth's prophecy, and Mary's 
triumphs, as the hiſtory of Tom Thumb does 
with Milton's Paradiſe Loſt; the glorious rays 
of the one, and the confuſed gloom of the other, 
make as great a contraſt as the garden of Eden 
would with the regions of Lapland. With this 
fort of propheteſſes the apoſtle had no little 
9 trouble; 
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trouble; and it appears there were too many 


preachers that were gentle towards them, knowing 
their warm inclination to diate. to the ſecond 
Adam, as their poor grandmother had done to the 


firſt : hence the apoſtle adds, But younger widows 


refuſe; for when they have begun to wax wanton 
againſt Chriſt, they will marry, baving damnation 
becauſe they baue caſt off their firſt faith, 1 Tim. v. 
Ii, 12. He goes on—and withal they learn to be 
idle—they would ſooner break through the poſi- 
tive commands of God, and reprobate the mi- 
niſtry of his ſervants, than work for their bread; 
wandering about from houſe to houſe, ſays Paul; 


that is, to mump a livelihood under a pretence 


of religion, rather than handle the ſpindle or the 


diftaff, or look well to ber own houſehold, Prov. xxxi. 


19. And not only idle, ſays Paul, bat tatlers alſo, 
that is, they would ſooner carry tales, either 
with their tongue or pen from the preſs, for o- 
pence apiece, than buckle to the ſpinning wheel, 


or be confined to the intolerable employment of 


knitting or ſewing theſe things make women cut 
no figure in life; Dorcas's . garments for 
the poor — Hannah's making little coats for Samuel 
— Rachel's keeping ſheep—and Ruth's going to glean- 
ing, ſhews the weakneſs of thoſe honourable 
women. Theſe ſorts of propheteſſes have no 
notion of being the daughters of Sarah, calling 


the maſter of the houſehold, Lord. It is true, 


the real daughters. of Sarah even in our day will 


not be aſhamed of their mothers humble con- 
duct; 
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duct; but as for our propheteſſes, falſely ſo call- 
ed, they ſeem to be of the temper of Hagar; 
not contented with turning Sarah out of ihe chair, 
but they ſpit their venom at the Lord of the 
houſehold, that he ſends ſervants too big into the 
vineyard; theſe women lay by their weakneſs, - 
and let the world know that they can cope with 
men—their honour conſiſts in taking a divine 
by the collar. Theſe had rather be Zeachers 
than learners; chuſe to guide the officers of the 
houſehold, rather than their own houſe; to handle 
the pen, rather than the ſpindle; to uſurp authority 
over the man, rather than be in ſubjeHion; to break 
every politive command of God for a few pence, 
rather than work to earn it; and to be com- 
manders in chief, rather than to be in filence,— 
Hence the apoſtle calls them buy bodies; that is, 
they negle& all the buſineſs that God has ſet 
them at, and trouble themſelves about the buſi- 
neſs of others; having diſcarded the diftaff and the 
ſpindle, they take to the pen and tongue, and live 
by that, and all in abſolute rebellion againſt _ 
God; hence *tis called ſpeaking things which they © 
ought not, 1 Tim. v. 12, 13. The apoſtle, being 
ſick of theſe female teachers, concludes by ordain- 
ing them ſome employment, in order I ſuppoſe 
to keep them quiet—1 will therefore that the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the houſe, give 
none occaſion to the adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully ; 
fer ſome [of theſe women] are already turned a/ide 


Mer Satan, 1 Tim. v. 14, 15. Hence we learn that 
D 2 ſome 
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| ſome preachers uſed gentleneſs with theſe pro- 
pheteſſes, but this is not the ee in my 


text. 


This gentleneſs mentioned in my text is not to I 
be found in miniſters of the letter, nor yet in 
hypocritical profeſſors; it is a grace peculiar to the 
' regenerate, and is a gift from above, and God 
will give it to whom he pleaſes ; but ihe wiſdom 
that is from above is firſt pure—it purifies the heart 
and judgment, and leads the mind into a pure 
love of the truth; then peaceable—it reveals the 
way of peace, it proclaims peace to the heart, 
and makes men earneſt in. preaching. peace, and 
at keeping the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
1t is gentle toward the weaklings of the flock ; gentle 
toward the back/lider, or thoſe that turn aſide; gentle 
in perſecution toward thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, or 
| ſet themſelves to cppoſe the truth; and eaſy tobeintreat- 
ed or eaſy to thoſe that znzreat, not ſlander; full of 
mercy and good fruit. — full of the mercy of God, 
which produces good fruits inſtead of antino- 
mianiſm; without partiality, and without Bypocriſy, 
James iii. 17. It. teaches no man to be partial 


in the word of God; it teaches no man to juſtify 


a falſe preacher, nor to ſlander a true one; it is 
without hypocriſy—it makes a man honeſt in heart, 

and ſound in the truth; it teaches no man to 
' condemn the juſt, nor juſtify the wicked, for both theſe 
are an abomination. Toe. Pp 


2dly. This gentleneſs is a fruit of the Spirit; 
on the Fruit of the 1 is love, joy, peace, long- 


Juſering, 
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ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, Gal. v. 22.— 
If it be a fruit of the Spirit, it cannot be found 


in any but thoſe that are born of the Holy 


Ghoſt—who love God—have peace with him 
and joy in him; | hypocrites may pretend to it, 
and contend for it, but they know nothing about 
nh | PEN) 

This grace was, and ſtill is, wonderfully exer- 
ciſed by the Saviour toward his own tried chil- 
dren, eſpecially towards poor humble penitents 
in ſoul travail: He ſhall feed bis flock hike a ſbep- 
berd: he fhall gather the lambs with his arms, and 
carry them in his boſom, and ſhall oznTLy lead 
thoſe that are with young, Iſa. xl. 11. But the 
Saviour made uſe. of none of this gentleneſs to 
Herod the fox; nor to the dogs, when he tells us 
not to caſt that «which is holy to them; nor to the 
ſwine, before whom we are not to caſt our pearls ; 
nor yet to the ſerpents and vipers, for he was not 
a gentle ſhepherd to them; they were not of his ſheep ; 
he threatens them with the damnation of hell. 

The apoſtle made uſe of this grace of gentleneſi, 
when he ated the part of a nurſe to thoſe that 
were babes in grace: For our exbortation was not 
of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor in guile : For nei- 
ther at any time uſed we flattering words, as ye 
know, nor a cloak of covetouſneſs ; God is witneſs, 
nor of men ſought we glory, nor of you, nor yet of 
others, when we might have been burdenſome 
as the apoſiles of Chriſt. But we were GENTLE 
FO D 3 | among 
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among you, even as a nurſe cheriſbetb ber chain 
1 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4. $> 6, % 
Thus we may ſee that the Saviour in his cha- 


racter of a Shepherd uſed gentleneſs, but as the 


lion of the tribe of Judah, he will uſe his 
ſword. So Paul, in the character of a nurſe uſed 
gentleneſs, but this did not deſtroy his valour as a 
ſoldier; for when thoſe of the circumciſion called 


him an Antinomian, aſſerting, that he made void 


the law through faith; and that he ſaid, let us do 
evil that good may come; let us in that grace may 
abound. Pavl lays by his gentleneſs and takes his 
ſword, and tells them that their damnation is juft. 
come now to treat of the aptneſs or aptitude of 
the Lord's ſervant to teach, and the cauſe of it ; and 
of the unaptneſs of pretenders to it, and the rea- 
ſon why. I choſe to handle my heads in this man- 
ner becauſe the word of God is called a two edged 
ſword; and if ſo, we ought to make it cut both 
WAYS. 

This word apt, ſignifies that he has received 
gifts and grace to fit him for the work ; that his 
abilities are ſuitable to it ; and by the conſtrain- 
ing power of grace, he is inclined to teach 


. others, and has a quickneſs or readineſs for it, 


which he is inwardly moved to by the Spirit of 


_ God. He knows both Jaw and goſpel experi- 


mentally ; the one fires his zeal, the other draws 


- his love to God; and this fire moves him and 


conſtrains him; he knows the 7errors of the Lord, 


and perſuades men; he has felt the pardon of his 


- ow 
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own fin, and therefore can preach forgiveneſs to 
others; he is at peace with God, and therefore 
preaches peace; he believes, and therefore ſpeaks ; 

he is juſtified or made righteous, and is a preacher 
of righteouſneſs ; he has taſted that the Lord is 
gracious, and preaches grace; he has made his 
own calling and election ſure, and ſo calls others, 
and preaches election to them; God's word has 
quickened him, and he holds forth the word of life ; 
the Spirit of the Lord miniſters gifts and grace to 
him, and he is a miniſter of the Spirit to others, 
that they might partake of his grace; God has put 
abundance of grace in his heart, and *tis out of 
the abundance of bis heart that bis mouth ſpeaks ; 
God has put the freaſure into his earthen veſſel, and 
he brings out of bis treaſure things new and old; in 
a word, it is an experimental knowledge of the 
happy enjoyment of theſe things that makes the 
ſervant of the Lord fo apt, fit, forward, ready, and 
quick to teach. 

The moving cauſe is God's love to "PR and its 
conſtraining power in him; the love of Chriſt con- 
ſiraineth us, ſays Paul, to ſuffer all things for the 
ekfts ſake, that they may obtain the ſalvation that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory. The word of 
God dwelling richly in the heart, makes a man 
weary of holding in; tis like a fire, it will blaze 
out; the ſpirit is like yew wine, it will have vent. 
It is a well of water ſpringing up, and will flow 
over; and men of underſtanding will draw it 
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out, and refreſh themſelves with it. I come 
now to ſhew the unapineſs of graceleſs pretenders 
to this work, and the reaſon why they are fa 
unapt. 

iſt. Becauſe they aim at nothing but the dou- 
ble honour that belongs to the office z the applauſe 
of the people, the fleece of the ſheep, and at a gen- 
reel life; they graſp at the miniſtry to nurſe their 
pride, and indulge their | lazineſs ; hence they are 
called, heady, highminded, dumb dogs, fleepy dogs 
loving to ſlumber, and greedy dogs that can never 
. have enough. Theſe men are apt to dreſs, apt to 
Fleece, apt to eat, and apt to fleep; but not apt to 
teach. Becauſe though they may have a gift, 
yet they have not life; they are inſtruments with- 
out life-giving ſound; but God ſays, take away the 
noiſe of thy viols— he is not charmed with violins or 
fiddles. 

The reaſon of their unaptneſs is, there is no 
ſpringing well in their hearts, no oil in the cruſe, no 
new wine in the bottle, no divine treaſure in the 

earthen veſſel, no life in the ſoul, no faith in the 
beart. Their treaſure is at leaſt ſtole from others, 
pilfered out of other men's works, and committed 
to paper ; their treaſure lays all in their pocket, 
and how ſhould ſuch be apt to teach who have no 
hearr-treaſure for it; if the heart be exerciſed with 
covetous prafiices, as Peter ſays, it cannot be ex- 

erciſed with an apineſ or fitneſs to teach. 
Others have got a ſtrong memory, and all that 
they can hear or borrow they commit to that; 
Re | their 
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their treaſure is laid up in their head; head- 
knowledge without the /pringing well, is like a 
pool of ſtanding water, ſoon ſtale, and ſoon dry. 
Vet with this ſtock they will at times cut a to- 
lerable figure in a pulpit ; and the godly them- 
ſelves will ſay the doctrines are ſound, the prayer 
is evangelical, the ſpeech in prayer and in the 
| ſermon is ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned; but 
when the preacher is .out of the pulpit he is 
quite another thing ; he is no evangeliſt only 
when he preaches ; hence. enquiring ſouls who 
go to him when he has done, and make uſe of 
ſome part of his ſermon, telling him how it 
agreed with their experience, can get no ſatis- 
factory anſwer; the ſermon was one thing, the 
converſation is another; this is the man that 
wears 4 garment of linen and woollen together ; he is 
a time-ſerver, a man-pleaſer, who thirſts for no- 
thing but applauſe, a genteel appearance, and an 
idle life; ſuch cannot preach the faith, for they 
have no faith; how can they believe that receive 
bonour one of another, and not the honour that cometh. 
from God only? Theſe are not ſervants of the Lord, 
| they ſerve their own belly, and as the love of God 
is not in them, we cannot ſuppoſe that A are 
apt to teach; which leads me, 
FT gdly, To conſider the patience of the Lord's 
ſervant, and of them that are ſaid to wear it out. 
A labourer in the Lord's vineyard has need of 
| Patience, for he is called to 'bear the burden and 
beat of the day; 9 T will con- 
demn 
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demn his plowing ; erroneous men will oppoſe the 
precious ſeed that he bears; his zeal will be called 
rage; his fervour, ſpleen and bitterneſs ; his at- 
tachment to ſtudy, reſervedneſs; his continuing 
wherein he is called, ſingularity ; his endeavours 
to ſeparate the vile from the precious, the effects of 
a party ſpirit; preaching free grace will be called 
Antinomianiſm ; handling dark paſſages, is enthu- 
fiaſm ; and refu/ing confederacy with them that ſay a 
confederacy is the effect of pride; and thoſe that 
earneſtly contend for the faith, have no candour, 
The ſervant of the Lord, as a labourer in the 
vineyard, had need of patience to bear all this, 
ſo as not to be diſcouraged nor frightened from 
his work by it; Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of 
my patience, 1 alſo will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation that fhall come upon all the world to try 
them. The Lord's labourer is not to leave his work, 
becauſe of the oppoſition that is made againſt 
him; he is to continue patiently in his labour, 
uſe the mouth and wiſdom that God has given bim, 
and oppoſe all that oppoſe the truth; I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how 
thou canſt not bear them ihat are evil; and thou haſt 
tried them that fay they are apoſtles and are not, and 
baſt found them liars; and baſt born, and haſt pa- 
tience, and for my name ſake haſt laboured, and haſt 
not fainted, Rev. ii. 2, 3. Thus we ſee a man's 
patience is not to drive him from his labour, 
nor from trying them that ſay they are apoſtles or 
+: He this is a good work, and is coupled 
_ with 
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with patience, and is approved by the Lord; who- 
ſoever pretends to theſe offices is to be proved 
a liar by the ſervants of the Lord, if he is not. 

Nor are we to ceaſe plowing and ſowing as the 
Lord's labourers, on account of the various winds 
of error; nor be diſcouraged at it by feigned pre- 
tenders to candour, nor by the clouds of falſe wit- 
neſſes. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening 
withhold not thine hand. He that obſerveth the wind 
ſhall not ſow, and he that regardeth the clouds (of 
falſe witneſſes) hall not reap, Eccleſ. ii. 4. 


Thoſe that /in openly are to be rebuked before all, 
that others may fear; and in this work we are ta 
continue, whatever we may ſuffer in it: Preach 
the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all long ſuffering and doc= 
trine : For the time will come when they will not en. 
| dure ſound dofirine, 2 Tim. iv. 2, 3. 

The ſervant of the Lord has need of patience, 
and ought to pray for it, for the good of his own 
ſoul ; for *tis faith that worketh patience z and pa- 
tience, experience; and experience, hope; and he had 
need of it in exerciſe daily, that after he has done 
the will of God, he may inherit the bleſſing ; which 
will is, to try them that ſay they are apoſtles, and 
to prove them liars if they are not; to ſeparate the 
vile from the precious; to flop the mouths of gain» 

ayers ; to oppoſe, and not ſuffer a women to teach, 
nor uſurp authority over the man; to oppole errors, 
and the vain janglings of thoſe that gefire to be 

teachers 
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teatbirs of the law; to fight againſt them that 
creep into houſes, and lead captive filly women; and 
to have nothing to do with thoſe that are Heady 
and highminded, lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of 
| God: A ſervant of the Lord is to purge himſelf 
from theſe, that he may be a veſſel unto honour, pre- 
pared unto every good work. 


The ſervant of the Lord in his military cha- 
raſter, as a good ſoldier of Feſus Chrift, has need 
of patience; ſoldiers, in the literal fenſe, are a 
very unwelcome gueſt to many, eſpecially to inn- 
keepers; every upſtart landlady, every bar-maid, 
and draggle-tailed girl that attends the tap, will 


faut and hoot at a ſoldier; and fo a good ſoldier of 


Feſus Chriſt often finds it. Jezabel kills all that 
ſhe could, and drives an hundred more into a cave, 
and then purſued one of the beft men that ever 
lived, namely, Eljab ; and ſwears to kill the de- 
fence of the nation, even be chariot if TR and 
the horſemen thereof. | 1 


Not only Jezabel deſtroys them, bile Heredin 
counſels her daughter to ger the invaluable prize 
of a prophet's bead, as a reward for her dancing; 
as if nothing but the blood of one of the great: 
prophets that ever was born of woman could pay 
the demands of a dancing-miſs; thus have the 
good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered by old Wives, 
barlots, and dancing girls. 


| Moſes, who was faithful in all God's Joufe, had 
no ſmall — from this quarter: We read of 
e | Afri 45 
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Miriam's taking a timbrel in her hand, and going be- 
fore the women, and leading on the mufick aud the 
dancing, and ordering her female attendance to 
ſing to the Lord, becauſe he had triumphed glo- 
riouſly, Exod. xv. 20, 21. but ſoon after ſhe op- 
poles Moſes, and wants to be a mediator and a 
law-giver; and Miriam and Aaron ſpake againſt 
Moſes; Miriam firſt, and Aaron afterwards ; ſhe 
had engaged the. high prieſt in her conſpiracy : And 
they ſaid, hath the Lord indeed ſpoken» only by Moſes ? 
hath he not ſpoken alſo by us and the Lord beard it, 
Num. x11. 1, 2. Now the man Moſes was very meek, 
above all the men which were upon the face of the 
earth, Num, xii. 3. yet his meekneſs or candour 
did not ſkreen him from the ſcourge of women's 
tongues, Therefore God comes down to ſtop this 
rebellious female teacher: And the Lord ſpake 
ſuddenly unto Moſes, Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion; and he called Aaron and Miriam, and they 
bath came forth, Num. xii. 4, 5. and he ſaid, bear 
now my words; if there be a prophet among you, I the 
Lord will make myſelf known un;o| bim in @ viſion, 
and will ſpeak unto him in a dream; my ſervant 
Moſes is. not fo, who is faithful in all mine houſe ; 
with bim will 1 ſpeak mouth to mouth, even appa- 
rently, and not in dark ſpeeches; wherefore then 
were ye not afraid to ſpeak againſt my ſervant 
Moſes, Num. xii. 7, 8. and the anger of the Lord 
was kindled againſt them, and he departed; and the 
cloud departed from off the tabernacle, and behold 
Miriam became leprous, white as ſnow. And Aaron 
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faid unto Moſes, Alas, my Lord, I beſeech thee, lay E 
not the in upon us wherein we have done fol- 
, and wherein we have /inned ; let her not be 
as ont dead, Num. xii. 10, 11,12. And Moſes 
(who was not deſtitute of candour) cryed unto the 
Lord, ſaying, heal her now, O God I beſeech thee 
and the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, if her father had 
pit in her face, ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed ſever 
days; how much more for ſpitting in the face of 
her Maker, and rebelling againſt the prophet 
and mediator that God had appointed Let ber 
be but out of the camp ſeven days, Num. xii. 12, 

13, 14. | 
Miriam was not ike Debora the al; 
when ſhe had received a meſſage from the Lord, 
ſhe tells Barak of it privately, "after ſhe had ſent 
and called him; and when Barak declared that 
he would not go unleſs ſhe went with him, ſhe 
rebukes him, and tells him if he wants a woman's. 
aid to defend him, a woman ſhall take the glory 
of the victory from him: Aud Barak ſaid unto her, 
If thou wilt go with me then I will go; but if thun 
will not go with me, then I will not go: And ſbe 
ſaid, I will ſurely go with thee ; notwithſtanding the 
Journey that thou takeſt ſhall not be for thine honour ; 
for the Lord ſhall ſell Siſera into the hands of a 
woman, Judges iv. 8, 9. Here is a woman that 
is called a propheteſs; one to whom a meſſage 
from heaven came; yet the did not turn her 
divine meſſage into a wopenny ſquib, in order to 
Fre it off againſt the Lord's miniſters at the door 
a the ſynagogues when the people were going 70 
worſhip. 
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worſbip. She received her meſſage from God to 
Barak, and to him ſhe delivered it; and when he 
called for her help, ſhe predicted the * of his 
honour. | 
And this I will be bold to affirm, that if I 
have written falſchood—if I am in errors—if my 
doctrine makes void the law—if I be an Anti- 
nomian, and influenced by a bad or by a party 
ſpirit—if J am of a blood-thirſty diſpoſition—if 
infivenced with rancour, ſpleen, and bitterneſs— 
if deſtitute of meekneſs and candour, and 200 big 
by one-balf—then it may be depended upon that 
the conduct of the preſent combination has been 
conſiſtent with the will of God; and that our 
preſent propheteſs, who has made ſo free with me, 
my office, my doctrines, and my ſtature, in my pre- 
tenſions to excell, has done right; and that God will 
ſnew his approbation, and bear his comfortable 
teſtimony to them, and incline his ſaints to juſtify 
his proceeding in and by them all. But if, on the 
other hand, I am a child of his, and am called 
by him to the miniſtry, and am doing his work 
inſtead of deceiving the people or dividing them 
by a bad ſpirit of ſpleen and bitterneſs, then 1 
ſay God ſhall ſhew me a token for good, and that 
_ others that hate me ſhall ſee it; and thoſe of the 
combination who have ſlandered me, reproached 
me, and injured me, together with the preſent 
propheteſs that has made ſo free with my miniſtry, 
ſhall ſenſibly meet with the viſible diſapprobation 
of God; and it ſhall be made known in as plain 
a manner as the approbation of God to Abel 
16 a | was 
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was before Cain. I ſhall pawn my honour in 
the miniſtry upon this, and the 'prefent genera- 
tion ſhall bear witneſs to it; and I will leave God 
to juſtify his own conduct with reſpect to ſending 
out ſuch bad ſpirired men as me, and to vindicate 
me if J am his ſervant. 
I wiſh every true Iſraelite to obſerve what this 
enthuſiaſtic Micaiab faith, and watch the event. 
If I am the Lord's ſervant, theſe weapons of wo- 
men ſhall not proſper againſt me; but if I am 
not they certainly ſhall. Zereſb herſelf, the wife 
of Haman, though 'the daughter of the devil, 
could never predict ſucceſs even to her own 
huſband againſt rhe ſeed of the Fews, Eſt. vi. 13. 
and God has declared that no weapon formed 
againſt his ſervants ſhall proſper; and I believe 
he ſpeaks as he means. What I have aſſerted I 
found on the teſtimony of his own word, and upon 
the teſtimony that I think he has given me 
teſtifying my adoption, and my call to the mi- 
niſtry, which 1 ſhall ſubmit to his will to own 
or difown according to his faithfulneſs | and 


truth. 
Thus we ſee that he ſervants of the Lord, 


both as labourers in the vineyard and as good ſoldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt, have need of patience, and that 
in many reſpets. *Tis in patience that we are to 
poſſeſs our ſouls; and this grace is coupled with 
Faith, and is to be found in none but real believ- 
ers; hence it is called the patience and faith of the 
err "WE ſee that all n * morn will cry 

| this 
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this grace more or leſs; not only perſecutors, 
devils, and ungodly men, but little children, as 
Eliſha found it, and old women allo. . 

I have received letters from all ſorts of people; 
women and all; ſome have informed me that 
they have been intolerably prejudiced againſt me, 
and deſired me to call upon them to remove it, 
which I did not ſee to be a part of my duty as a 
miniſter; for people that live in idleneſs can 
attend upon me better than I can upon them; 

eſpecially women deſtitute of grace, who rather 
command than intreat. I own Wiſdom is gentle 
to them that ixtreat, but not to women that 
command, I did not get at my miniſtry ſo eaſy, 
and therefore dare not make it too cheap: Let 
them return unto thee, ſays God, but return thou 
not unto them, Jer. xv. 19. 

I received another long epiſtle from a woman 
after the above, which I muſt confeſs was preg- 
nant with a deal of warm zeal ; and *twas ſent by 
one who it ſeems is a ſtaunch advocate for a cer= 
tain evangeliſt; I opened it. juſt before I went 
into the pulpit; but as I found no candour in it, 
I carried it into the veſtry, and delivered it into 
the hands of Mr. Bravne,. and deſired that it 
might be read to the Deacons, which it accord- 
ingly was; and I was glad that they read it; for 
at the concluſion it ſavoured too much of ſpleen 
and bitterneſs, for ſhe plainly dd me for a 
raſcal for writing againſt ſo good a man.” I do 
not pretend to ſay that this woman is not a pro- 
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pheteſs, * I believe ſhe is, and one of the ſame 


ſtamp that bear that name in the 13th chapter of 


Ezekiel's propheſy; and ſuch as the apoſtle Paul 
was troubled with in his days; yet I muſt do 
her juſtice; for although ſhe was found out upon 
the enquiry of the Deacons to be a common 
proſtitute on the town, yet ſhe did not print her 
letter and ſend it after me from one place of 
worſhip to another; ſhe had modeſty enough to 
ſeal it up and direct it to me as a private rebuke, 
which was well taken, becauſe ſhe did not ſeem. 
to wiſh to hurt the cauſe of God on my account, 
nor to act the part of a devil at the chapel door; 
that is, ſhe did not order an outcry to be made 
at the door of the congregation when the people 
were going out, as the devil is faid to do, who 
comes in the character of the wicked one, to fleal 
away the ſeed that is fown in people's bearts, in order 
to make them unfruitful to God. In this ſhe ſhewed 
fome ſymptoms of fear and reverence, and ſome 
regard for the cauſe of God, though ſhe thought 
it her duty to lay a private laſb upon me. By 
theſe things it may be ſeen that a labourer in the 
Lord's vineyard, and a good 8 of Feſus Cbriſt, 
had need of patience. _ 


I come now to treat of the meekneſs mentioned 
in my text, and wherein it differs from that 
which is common to fleſh and blood, which pro- 
duces what is commonly called candour, which 
is {0 much admired by hypocrites. 


Th 
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This meekneſs is a grace that is never to be 
found in any but regenerate people, though 
ſomething like it may at times be ſeen in an 
alarmed ſinner, or in a diſcovered hypocrite, 
which has deceived thouſands of gracious ſouls, 
whoſe natural paſſions have been moved at their 
trouble, as Samuel was at the calamity of Saul, 
for which God rebuked' him; yet, this meekneſs 
that I have to treat of has not corrupt nature for 
its ſoil; the embalmed hypocrite may counterfeit 
it, but never can produce it; the perſon that is a 
ſtranger to real converſion, and to the operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt, has nothing of this invalu- 
able grace; it is one of Zion's ornaments, an 
hypocrite may counterfeit it, as a whore does 
the dignity of a wife, who feigns to be the lady of 
a nobleman, or as a concubine puts on the 
diadem of a queen; who has juſt as much right to 
it as Satan had to his dignity when he told the 
Saviour that the kingdoms of this world were bis, 
and to whom be would be gave them; but he could 
never make his title good. 

Spiritual meekneſs is an ornament that God puts 
upon a regenerated and renewed ſoul, and has its 
exiſtence in that which is called the new, or 
hidden man: Let your adorning be the hidden man of 
the beart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the 
fight of God of great price, x Peter iii. 4, Here 
we learn that ſpiritual meekneſs exiſts in that which 
is incorruptible, namely, in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
A 1 E 2 is 
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is a fruit of him the fruit of the Spirit is meek- 
eſs, Gal. v. 23. It is the compaſſionate bowels 
of the new or hidden man of the heart ; and as it 
is a fruit of God's Spirit, it is in his fight of great 
Prices | 
This ſoftening dis grace attends and 
aſſiſts the faith of a real believer in his attending 
on the preached word, when he is enabled to mix 
Faith with it. Spiritual meekneſs ſoftens the foil 
of the believing heart, and gives the word a 
| deepneſs of earth to ſtrike root in, and moiſtens it 
that he may not fall away for the want of root, 
Matt. xiii. 6. nor wither for the want of moiſture, 
Luke viii. 6. This ſoftening grace makes way 
for. the word of God to gender or ingraft itſelf 
under the operations of the Spirit, to every 
faculty of the heaven-born ſoul; inſomuch that 
the word becomes an incorruptible ſeed in the 
believer, that lives and abides for ever, and aſſures 
him of ſalvation, Hence the believer i is ſaid to 
receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, which is 
able to ſave his ſoul, James i. 21. Without this 
fruit of the Holy Ghoſt there is no feeding on the 
word there is no digeſting nor concoCting ; 2 
man may fill his head with notions, but not his 
ſoul with good: The meek ſhall eat and be ſatisfied; 
| they ſhall praiſe the Lord that ſeek bim, Pſalm 
„ 

3 ſhall now ſhew how this meekneſs i is produced, | 
We find it is to be found in none but regenerate 


men; 3 this meekneſs 1 is in the hidden man, and the 
reſidence 
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reſidence of this hidden man is the heart; hence 


he is called the bidden man of the heart; but the 


ſinner's heart muſt be Broken, and thrown open 
too, before this new man can come in to hide 
himſelf; ſo as to become a hidden man there. A 
ſtony-hearted ſinner can give this new man no 


reſidence; the ſtone muſt be removed from the 


_ well's mouth—ſin purged—an heart of fleſh given 


—and a new ſpirit be received—ſelf be debaſed 
and abhorred, and God diſcovered as pacified bo 


toward us, before this meekneſs will appear. God's 


word is a hammer to break this rock, eſpecially 


when accompanied with the thundering voice of 
God in his law, which pierces the deepeſt receſſes 
of the ſoul, and makes inquiſition for blood—de- 


mands perfect obedience on peril of damnation— 


carries the ſcrutiny with all imaginable rigour— 
ſtrikes the ſinner dumb at the dreadful tribunal, 


until he is ſinking between a double ſentence, 


namely, that of a broken law and an honeſt con- 
ſcience, until the ſting of death and wrath of God 
acquaint him with the ſnares of death and pains 
of hell, which give him a foretaſte of what he 
juſtly deſerves. This man is ſore Broten in the 


place of dragons, and covered with the ſhadow of 


| death, and knows the terrors of the Lord; yet 
all this will not produce meekneſs. 

Such a ſinner will be drowned in tears, filled 
with ſelf-pity and univerſal candour; his deport 
and countenance will diſcover a deal of humi- 
lity ; he will cry out againſt ſin, and his words 


E 3 will 
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will be ſmoother than oil; but in heart he frets 
againſt the Lord he curſes the day of his birth 
blames his Maker for bringing him into exiſt- 
ence—wiſhes there was no God to puniſh him 
fain would fly out of his hand or, like the 
devil himſelf, he would be glad to aſcend above 
the: beight ef the clouds, and be equal to the Moſt 
High, while he is ſenſibly ſink ing into bell to thy 
des of the pit, Iſa. xiv. 14, 13. But when the 

Holy Ghoſt opens the heart, and lets a divine ray 
into it, there is an healing balm: that attends this 
wing or beam of the Sun of Righteouſneſs; the un- 
derſtanding receives the unclion or eye ſalve; and, 
beginning to ſee, the poor ſinner purſues. the 
beam up to the bleſſed face from whence it 
came, and diſcoyers ſomething of the light of tbe 
knowledge of the glory of God in ibe face of Jeſus 
Cbriſt. This unction diſpels the vail from the 
underſtanding, influences the mind, and conveys 
to the heart the pleaſing tidings of a door ef hope 
being diſcovered; while the heart appears wide 
open, broken with deſires, pouring out petition 
after petition, backed with ten thouſand wiſhes, 
longings, ſighings, and groanings, that the ohe 
of hope who has ſhewed himſelf through the lattice, 
will but come into the garden, where he is to meet 


with the kindeſt reception and the beſt enter- . 


tainment that can be prepared by a loſt, ruined, 

ſelf-loathed and ſelf-condemned finner. 5 
At length the Lord deſcends on his own 
beam, and tells the ſinner that he has overcome bim, 


. and 
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and appears the author of faith, and dll in the 


heart by it; where the finner finds ſuch an en- 


tertainment as none know but God and himſelf; 
now he feeds on the hidden manna; ſings a ſong, 
that none can learn but the redeemed;. the new 
name of a ſou of God by adoption is written on 
him; the white ſtone, that witneſſes his ſonſhip, 
is received; he is eſtabliſhed in hope like a 
pillar; and the name of God is written in legible 
characters on him, and appears as conſpicuous 
to others as, Holineſs to the Lord, did on the high 
prięſts mitre. Now he ariſes and ſhines, for his 
light is come, and the glory of God is riſen on 
him; this man knows what ſpiritual meekneſs is; 
Chriſt crucified, and his broken ſpirit have had 
a meeting; he knows ſomething of the meek and 
lowly Feſus experimentally; but thoſe that are 
ſtrangers to all theſe things, have no more of 
this meekneſs about them than thoſe that Chriſt 
calls weepers and wailers in hell. Such a ſoul as 
this cannot give an account of the goodneſs of 
God to him without being ſenſibly and deeply 
affected: He will ſandtiſy the Lord in bis beart, 


and be ready always to give an anſwer to every man 


that aſteth him a reaſon of the hope that is in " 
with meekneſs and fear, 1 Peter i in 16. 


But the hypocrite goes another way to work; 
he calls for meekneſs and candour; and if you alk 
him @ reaſon of the hope that is in him, he waves 


* mo being conſcious that tis experience 
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that worketh hope; and knowing he has no ex- 
perience, he is afraid of his hypocriſy being dif- 
covered; for if his falſe, hope be taken away, his 
countenance, profeſſion, and reputation, all fall 
together. Theſe call for meekneſs, but not for 
a reafon of our hope; meekne/s without hope, is 
like the full aſſurance of faith without a. ſpiritual 
birth; one contends for the bowels, and the other 


for 0 feet of the new man; yet can give us no 


reaſon of this hidden man of the heart, or of Chriſt 
in them the hope of glory. They have yielded up 
the palace by a profeſſion, but they cannot tell 
us, whether the ſtrong man armed keeps it, or he 
that is mighty to ſave; but I ſuppoſe the former, 
becauſe Chriſt ſays, be keeps it in peace; and if ſo, 
he chuſes not to be diſturbed with a perpetual 
outcry about power of religion, but to be rocked 
to ſleep with gentleneſs and candour. Theſe 
ſerve us as Tallative ſeryed Bunyan's Chriſtian ; ; he 
was all knowledge and candour, until Chriſtian 
began at his heart; then, ſays John, like the moon 
into the wain be goes, and ſo will all but be that heart 
work knows : This is a truth John, and I can ſet 
my ſeal to it, for I have ſeen it verified in num- 
bers of profeſſors. John tells us, he knew nothing 
of the burden falling from his back at the croſs; he 
had met with no difficulties at the wicket gate; he 
was a ſtranger to thoſe things that make the gate 
10 freight, at the head of the path of regeneration, 
John ſays, he came in of himſelf, and he will go 
out of himſelf, which is another cruth, This 
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meekneſs, that T have deſcribed, lays in the hid- 


den man; is a fruit of the bleſſed Spirit of God, 


which makes-the new-born ſoul behave itſelf be- 
fore God as a weaned child; nothing afflicts it fo 
much as the loſs of the breaſts of conſolation, after 
which it will pine like the dove, until the ſound- 
ing of God's bowels is felt again towards the 
believer. A clear diſcernment of the depravity 


of nature, and the deſperate evil of fin, together 


with the long ſuffering, mercy, and immutable 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, will perpetually 
draw forth in private before God theſe bowels of 
ſpiritual meekneſs in a believer. Moſes found 
grace in God's ſight, and dwelt perpetually in 


his favour, and none ſo meek; but this did not 


deſtroy his faithfulneſs; he was zealous for his 
God, and faithful in his houſe. But nothing of 
this is to be found in unregenerate men; they may 
be quiet and ſhew ſomething like it, but there is 
a woe to them that are at eaſe in Zion; ſinners at 


eaſe are not troubled like other men, nor plagued 


like them; they can talk about the meek and 
lowly Jeſus, and well they may; for he has never 
met them as @ bear bereft of her whelps, nor rent the 


caul of their hearts, Hoſea xiii. 8. therefore they 


feel no plague, fear no wrath, nor ſee any danger; 
they are alive (to fin) without the law, and dead 
(to God) being without the power of the goſpel; 
ſtrangers to divine inſpiration, and to divine ins 
ſtruction; hence they always run counter 1 the 

| re - ſpiri- 
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ſpiritual man's judgment, both in preaching and 
converſing; nor can they ever touch upon, or. 
run parallel with, the tender feelings, or keen ſen- 
ſations, of a quickened and new-born ſoul. 1 
have given you a deſcription of the meekneſs of 
the Lord's ſervant, and how he came by it, to- 
gether with the manner how he receives the law, 
and the goſpel alſo. This man knows by a 
perience, the righteous attributes of God; he 
' Knows the righteouſneſs of the law, and the bleſſed- 
neſs of an imputed one; and to ſuch ſouls as theſe 
God ſpeaks, and for their attention he calls, 
| Hearken unto me, my PEOPLE, and give ear unto me, 
O my NATION ; for @ Law ſhall proceed from Ms 


| {not from old women) and I will make my judę- 


ment to reſt for a L1GurT of the people, My R1GuT- 
'EOUSNESS is near, ny SALVATION is gone forth, 
and MINE ARM ſhall judge the. people ; and the iſles 
Hall wait upon me, and on mine arm ſhall they truſt. 
Hearken unto me ye that KNOW RIGHTEOUSNESS ; 
Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid 
of their revilings; for the moth ſhall eat them like a 
garment, and the worm ſhall eat them like wool , but 
my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my ſalvation 
from generation to generation, Tai. li. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
Reader, whenever thou heareſt a man talk 
about the law being the only rule of a believer's 
life, aſk him, how he came by the law, and whe- 
ther it proceeded from God to him? How it 
operated on his heart? What it diſcovered * 
2 all 


© Deſcribed and indicated 75 


5 8 him? What his ſenſations were, un 
der the operation? What occaſion or advantage 
ſin took by its rigorous demands? What it 
wrought in him, love or hatred? Whether it did 
bring him as a ſeboolmaſter to Chriſt, or whether 
it drove him from him, revealing; forbidding 
wrath, inſtead of attracting love and mercy? and 
whether he did not fly before it in his ſoul, as far 
as the very gates of hell would let him go, in- 
ſtead, of coming by it to Chriſt? or to ſpeak in 
ſcripture language, whether he did not find an 
hatred to the light, and ſculk from it rather than 
approach, it, ſeeing it reproved him for his ſin- 
ful deeds; and try all that he ſays, not only by thy * 
judgment, but by the powerful and lively oracles 
of thine own conſcience; for the believer has 
both law and - goſpel: there, and if he cannot 
touch thy feelings have nothing to do with him 
he has not got the law, tis not written on his 
heart, he knows nothing of righteouſneſs, he has 
not paſſed under the rod, nor is he:brought' into the 
Bond of the covenant. Pay no regard to the ſpeech 
of them that are puffed up, but inquire and feel 
after the power; the kingdom of God is not in word, 
but in power. Saints are to ſpeak of the glory of 
God's kingdom, and to talk of the power; they are 
to make known to the ſons of men the mighty as 
(that have paſſed on their ſouls) and the glorious 
majeſty of the kingdom, when Chriſt ſets ic up in 
their hearts, If they are rangers to theſe things, 
Bey are the ſubjeQs of Satan; ; he reigns under 


their 
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their veil, never was diſcovered by the light of 
God, nor caſt out by his power; under a maſk of 
religion, under the veil of ignorance, and in the 
centre of an impenitent heart, the prince of dark- 
neſs reigns, rules, and triumphs. Is my reader 
a believer in Chriſt? if he is, I tell him the 
kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
Was it words of candour that laid affliction on 
thy loins at firſt, and kept thee impending on 
the brink of hell, or was it power? Was it the 
cant of hypocrites that brought thee up out of 
the horrible pit, or was it por? Was it empty 
words that wrought faith in thee, or was it the 
arm of God revealed, that worked in thee the good 
Pleaſure of bis will, and the work of faith with 
power ? How haſt thou been delivered in fix trou- 
bles, and eſcaped the ſeventh? Was it the empty 
found of carnal profeſſors, or was it the right 
hand of God's power, that upheld thee and brought 
thee through? Has it not been the mighty 
power of God that has given thee ſpiritual might 
in the inner man? that has appeared the moſt con- 
| ſpicuous in thy weakneſs, and that has often ap- 
peared when a temptation has diſcovered itſelf, 

and thy deceitful heart has already given in to it, 
and the death brought forth by ſin conceiving 
has been felt in thy conſcience. I aſk, if it was 
the doctrines of the law that appeared and kept 
thee, and delivered thee, or the power of God? 
qo whether by word thou art kept through faith 
to ſalvation, or by the _ of God? and laſtly, 

"4 | whether 
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whether the word candour will prop thee up in a 
dying hour, or God who is the ſtrength of his peo- 
ple's heart and their portion for ever? If thou 
ſayeſt all this is right, then I aſk, Art thou now 
| ſtaggering between the omnipotent arm of the 
Saviour and the cant of old women, who walk in 
craftineſs, and by idleneſs deny the faith, and are 
worſe than infidels; and all for the ſake of a few 
pence, or a morſel of bread. Thou art not to re- 
ceive the law from old women; they are to teach 
younger women to be ſober, to guide the houſe, love their 
huſbands and their children; this is their ſphere; out 
of this, they are out of character, and put the 
church of God to ſhame ; it is a ſhame for women 10 
ſpeak in the church; came the word of God to them, 
or came it out from them only, 1 Cor. xiv. 35, 36, - 
God tells thee, that a Jaw Hall proceed from him; 
' Receive the law, I pray thee from God's mouth, and 
lay his words in thine heart, Job xxii. 22. thy faith 
is not to ſtand in old wives fables, nor in human wiſe 
dom, but in the power of God. It was Mr. Worldly- 
wiſe-man that ſent Chriſtian to Mr. Legality to 
get rid of his burden, till Sinai was ready to fall 
on his head; and others who have been directed 
by Evangeliſt, have forſook his council, and gone 
to Sinai for rules, till they have brought a freſh 
burden on their ſouls, and an old yoke on their 
__ necks, conceiyed freſh enmity in their minds, 
and have not ſpared to ſpit their venom at the 
grace of God; this ſhews what wrath the law 
works, and what bondage it genders; ſuch 
| fanden 
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preachers can only prejudice, plunder, inſnare, 


and ſtrip thee z when God will uſe others, to ſet- 
tle, comfort, ſupport, and ſuccour thee ; theſe latter 
are they that he makes manifeſt in thy conſcience, 
whether thou knoweſt it or not, 2 Cor. v. 11. and 
ſuch, agreeable to thine own heart's experience, 


thou wilt be glad zo live and die with. This divine 


manifeſtation brings about the divine cement 
or bond of union which the carnal profeſfor 
cannot get at, for ſavoury ſouls will ſmell them 
out, though they labour hard to deceive them. 
I come with one more appeal to conſcience, 
which is, whether this doctrine of the law being 
the only and all- ſufficient rule of life, was the 
doctrine in whole or in part that God applied to 
thee, when thou eſcaped the damnation of hell 
at firſt; or whether it was any thing like it; if 
you ſay, No, nothing bore me up, nor brought me 
out of the regions of the ſhadow of death, but 
that experimental preaching that ſet forth Chriſt 
as all in all; very well, the kingdom ſtands in 


the ſame power till, and on that ſame ſhoulder 


whereon, as a /oft ſheep, thou waſt laid at firſt, and 
brought into the fold; as you received Chriſt Feſus 
the Lord, ſo walk ye in bim. He has appeared the 
author, believe in him as the carrier on, and hope 


in him as the finiſher of faith; and thou ſhalt have 


bope in thy death, nor ſhall thine expe#ations be cut 
off. Let others contend for legal rules, run thou 
the race ſet before thee, looking to Feſus; walk in 


him, and in union with him; he has da to 
| keep 
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keep that man in perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed 
on him, and continue thou ſo to do to the very 
laſt, for they, and only they, are bleſſed, that die in 
the Lord; that is, in confidence in him, in view of 
him, and in union with him: As the Lord God of 
hoſts liveth, this muſt be thy confidence and thine 
hope at laſt, if thy dying head finds any ſupport; 
therefore, recline on this arm in thy life, which 
alone can ſupport thee, when heart and fleſh fail. 
The Jaw, or the doctrines of it, will afford thee 
but little comfort in a dying hour. Footmen who 
never get into the chariot of love, have ſome- 
times ſet thee a running a wrong road and wea- 
ried thee; and if thou haſt been often wearied of 
the warfare in a land of peace, how wouldeſt thou 
ſmite the waters with ſuch a mantle at the ſwellings of 
Jordan, Jer. xii. g. Surely Iſrael did not enter 
into that land of Canaan for their righteouſnefs 
ſake, nor for their. obedience to the rule of the 
law; 'tis called the land of promiſe; God gave 
it to Abraham by promiſe, and God brought 
them i in, and by an high hand drove he the Ca- 
naanites out. I have written thus that you might 
have ſomewhat to anſwer them that glory in ap- 
pearance, but not in heart. Let theſe men and 
women who call for meekneſs and candour give 
us a better account than this of it, that we may 
know what it is, and where they got it; whether 
it is from heaven, or of men ; whether from grace, 
or from themſelves, and whether they mean the 
thing, or the name N Tis true, men may cull 


{cripture, 
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ſcripture, and write ſomething like it, who never 
laſted that the Lord is gracious, yet the wiſe will 
find them out; for if they borrow, or ſteal the 
words, yet, the broad ſeal of God is wanting; 
therefore their attempts make no impreſſion, nor 
can they be received as a part of the myſtical body, 
which (by the Spirit) is to be ily joined toge- 
ther; for before they can be a part of this con- 
nelted body, they muſt have an nn; without 
this joint oil, there can be no union; the body is 
campacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, ac- 
cording to the effedtual working in every part, maks-. 
ing increaſe, Eph. iv. 16. But, alas, a noiſe about 
candour produces no joint oil; (theſe pretended 
members have no effectual working in ibem; they have 
got no hoid of the head, and conſequently cannot 
be ſpiritually Joined to the body, nor afford. any 
increaſe to it. I come now to ſhew, that this 
meekneſs does not deſtroy the zeal nor the faith- 
fulneſs of the Lord's ſervants. | | 

Of all the children of men Moſes is reported 
to be the meekeft man; and no wonder, when God 
had ſo clearly revealed himſelf to him, telling 
him, that he had found grace in bis fight, and that 
he knew him by name, and that he would be with 

him. Moſes had ſeen God's providential care 
over him, and his people, the dreadful ſeverity of 
God to the Egyptians, and the deliverance he 
wrought for Iſrael; the deſtruction of the one, 


and the ſalvation of the other. He had received 


the law, and quaked and trembled at the pro- 
mn 
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mulgation of it, therefore he knew the terrors of 
God; and on the other hand, God had revealed 
himſelf to him as his God in covenant; he had pro- 
claimed his name before him, and communed with 
him mouth to mouth. He dwelt perpetually under 
the cloud of divine fayour, and was led by the 
pillar of eternal love for forty years together. 
and had feen God riſe up at his requeſt, and return 
at his defire ; and had been kept perpetually crip- 
pled in ſpirit by a fliffnecked people, who had fo 
grieved his ſpirit that he ſpake wnadvi/edly with 
his lips; nay, it went z with Moſes for their 
ſakes, The princes, yea almoſt the whole con- 
gregation, beiidegs the company of Corab, had at 
times oppoſed him ; Aaron his brother, Miriam 
his own ter in the fleſh and in the ſpirit, 


| had at times added to his burthen, and tried 


the meekneſs of this good ſoldier, which was 
enough to keep him meek and humble with a 
witneſs; but this did not root out his zeal for 
God. As a good ſoldier Moſes was ſtill God's 
honourable ſervant, and faithful in all his houſe; 
' he was not afraid, at his farewel ſermon, to tell 
them, that he had lead them forty years in that 
wilderneſs, and yet God had not given them eyes to 
ſee, ears to hear, nor hearts to underſtand, He 
rebuked them for their rebellion againſt the Lord, 
and called them. fooliſh and unwiſe, for their baſe 
requiting, forſaking him, and lightly eſteeming 
the rock of their ſalvation; for which he tells 

F them, | 


32 The Servant of the Lox 


them, their feet ſhould ſlip in due time and their ca- 
lamities ſhould make haſte; that God would pro- 
voke them to jealouſy with a fooliſh nation, as 
they had provoked him to anger with that which 
was not God, that he would heap miſchiefs upon 
them for their folly, and ſpend his arrows upon 
them in his wrath, Deut. xxxii. 23. Having 
treated of the meekneſs of God's ſervant, and 
from whence it ariſes, and that it doth not 
deſtroy zeal for. God, nor faithfulneſs in his 
work; I come now to treat of the meebneſs which 
is common to fleſh and blood, that produces the 
candour of hypocrites that is ſo highly eſteemed. 


I have known ſome that have ſat under the 
word of God for years, and frequently drowned 
in tears; I have obſerved it, and when I came to 

be in company with them, I heard of nothing bur 
the ſucceſs they had formerly in buſineſs, and the 
various methods they uſed in order to accumulate 
their independency ; they ſeemed as ignorant of 
the plan of ſalvation, and as deſtitute of the power 
of religion, as thoſe that never heard a ſermon 
or read a bible. I received a little inſtruction from 
_ This, and by obſervation. I found, that the ſubjects 

that moſtly affected them, were thoſe that were 
levelled at the fin of coveteon/neſs, which deſcrib- 
ed the awful end of a man that has his portion in 
this life, the impoſſibility of the love of God 
dwelling in a heart that loves this world or the 
| things of i it, and that if the ſalvation of God was 
applied 
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applied” to ſuch ſouls as it was to the heart of 
Eaccbeus, the root of all evil would loſe its ſoil, 
the grace of God would give covetouſneſs no 
ground to root in. We know the rich mans 
wealth is bis ſtrong city, and as an high wall in bis 
own conceit ; but this wall can ſtand no firmer be- 
fore. the everlaſting love of God, when*applied, 
than the walls of Jericho could before the blaſts of 
the rams horns, Treating of theſe things has 
flirred up the meekneſs of the above deſcribed 
miſers; they have heard it with many fears, and 
like the young man in the goſpel, they have gone 
away ſorrowful becauſe they had great poſſeſſions ; 
this is the ſerrou of the world that worketh 
_ death, 
2dly. 1 have known women of the town who have 

fined with ſo high an hand that their conſciences 
have been like a neſt of vipers, who have run for 
refuge to hear the goſpel, and if unclean perſons 
have been cut at in the diſcourſe, and the vi/ble 
mark that God has ſet on a whore's forebead, 
Jere. iii. 3. has been deſcribed, together with 
her attire, her wanton gait, her nets and ſnares 
with which ſhe entangles her prey, the wrath of 

God that ſhe incurs by increaſing tranſgreſſors 


among men, together with the certainty of God's 


judging whoremongers and adulterers, and their 
woeful end if grace prevent not; theſe things have 
ſet ſuch characters to weeping and wailing ; they 


have diſcoyered much meeknels, but never left 
F 2 | off 
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off their old trade; they never cried to God with 
their hearts, though they have wept in a chapel 
and holed upon their beds, Hoſea vii. 14. This 
meekneſs is like Ephraim's goodneſs, compared to 
early dew, which vaniſhes before the ſun, but is 
nothing like that which is called a fruit of the 
Spirit, which Mary Magdalen had when ſhe poured 
out her ſoul at the Saviour's feet, and obtained 
the pardon of her in and a ſenſe of the love of God 
in her heart; ſhe vomited up her folly ar the 
Saviour's feet, and left it for good and all; but 
theſe, after all their crying and howling, act ac- 
cording to the proverb; As a dog returneth to bis 
vomit, Jo a fool like theſe returneth to bis folly, Prov. 
xxvi. 11. 

3dly. An empty graceleſs profeſſor, who has 
heard the goſpel till his brutal enmity againſt the 
preachers and profeſſors of it has been ſlain; who 
has been tamed and become tractable, and on 
the account of this and its being attended with 
the uſe of the rongue and an outward reforma-' 
tion, he has been received into the church; and 
if the miniſtry has been rather ſuperficial he has 
become one of the greateſt note in it; but when 
 berefies have crept in, to make manifeſt who are 
the Lord's and who nor, he is the man that is 
generally caught in the net; and this column, in 
appearance, has been a ſtumbling block to many 
of the poor weaklings, 2 have tube 7 
more than man. 


Some- 
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Sometimes God diſcovers him by removing the 
old paſtor and bringing in one more acquainted 
with Heart work, in order to ſeparate the vile from 
the precious; this is a miniſtry that his ſoul hates, 
becauſe it lays him open; he becomes the greateſt 
oppoſer of it; but if God's hand is with the ſer- 
vant, and he comes in to be the paſtor in the 
face of all oppoſition, this oppoſer ſets no bounds 
to his rage, he diſcovers himſelf daily in the 
eyes of others what he really is, and conceives 
ſuch an implacable enmity againſt both the mi- 
niſter and his miniſtry as /ays the filly one. He 
will at times ſeem to ſhed tears on the account of 
his ſinking reputation, when he gets with thoſe 
who condole him in his degraded point of light, 
when with ſhame he takes the loweſt room. This 
meekneſs and candour was found in Saul, when in 
the like circumſtances ; Then came up the Zephites 

| to Saul to Gibeab, ſaying, Doth not David hide him- 
ſelf with us. Now therefore, O King, come down, 
according to all the defire of thy ſoul to come down, 
and we will deliver him into thine hand. And Saul 
ſaid, Bleſſed be ye of the Lord for ye have compaſſion 
on me, 1 Sam. xxiii, 19, 20, 21. but all this meck- 
neſs and candour ſprang from malice againſt David, 
becauſe God was with him; it had no other root 
than murder; he that hateth bis brother without a 
tauſe is a murderer ; he that hateth a believer in 
Cbriſt hateth Chriſt. This meekneſs appeared in 
Eſau when he ſought the Bleſſing carefully with 
tears ; he lift up his voice and wept, and ſaid, Bleſs 
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me, even me O my father, and after he had wept 
he received comfort; for *tis ſaid, that Eſau com- 

Forted himſelf, purpaſing after the death of bis father 6 
kill bis brother Jacob, Gen. xxvii. 42. and if he 
had done that, he had but ane more blow to ftrit, 
in order to extirpate the whole church of God, and 
that was to Fill his mother Rebeccab, and then the 

fraternity of heaven had been extind, and Ea 
had been more renowned than Cain, who Killed the 

third part of the world at one blow. 

Self, ſelf-pity, ſelf-ſeeking, and ſelf- applauſe, 
is the only root of all this feigned meekneſs; 'tis 
a fruit of fallen nature; like loves its like; 

finners love ſinners; it ſavours not the things 
that be of God, but thoſe that be of men; to 
fallen nature it is candid, eſpecially to diſcoyered 
Eypocrites, to deſperate rebels, and to apaſtates; to 
» theſe it ſhews much candaur, it is gentle, it calls 
for meekneſs; but its enmity againſt the experi- 
mental preachers of Chriſt, or the ſpiritual chil- 
dren of God, is ſuch, as breaks through all 
bounds of God and man, of decency and mo- 
deſty, and would venture on the boſſes of God's 
buckler, and expoſe the whole cauſe of God to 
contempt, and their own ſouls to every curſe in 
the Bible, in order to ſeek revenge on a miniſter of 

f Il85öbe Spirit. The report of power attending the 
word, and of ſinners being called by it, is what 
they cannot endure: From the time that it goth 
forth it takes them; for morning by morning it paſs 
over them; yea by day and by night; and it is @ vt 

ation to them only to underſtand the report of : 

1 Ilaiah 
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Iſaiah xxviii. 19. And as it was then by pro- 

feſſing Iſrael, ſo it is now by hypocritical pro- 
feſſors; they cannot endure the Power of religion 
to be enforced. 

Not long ago I had a b. Ne pempblet on 
CANDOUR addreſſed to me, and fold at my cha- 
pel doors, which I did not much wonder at; as 1 
. know hypocrites cannot love the ſaints, nor can 

the righteous nation that keep the truth find much 
| love to them. Beſides, there had been a penny 
adareſs ſent to me in print ſome time before, 
throughout the whole of which the author con- 
tradicted and condemned himſelf; which I did 
not wonder at, when I perceived it to be the work 
of a poor Arminian, who had nothing in his 
head but wind and confuſion; a friend defired 
me to anſwer it, but I told him © it was written 
by ſome poor faithleſs free-wwill monger, who being 
deſtitute of the grace of God could not truſt 
his Maker for a loaf; and if he could get a bit 
of bread for his poor children by an Adareſs to 
Mr. Huntington, he was very welcome; I was 
willing to live and let live;” which I am in- 
formed he did; for it was reported to me, that he 
cleared fourteen pounds by it, which might help 
to pay his rent, if he was not too far gone with 
his landlord. | 
But this laſt bo- penny . on CANDOUR, 
which was firſt ſent out without a name, ſeemed 
to cauſe great triumpbs in Cath; the Philiſtines 


e ſuppoſing that Samſon was bound by a 
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woman; and to be ſure, when I heard that it 
was written by a female, I was ſurpriſed at her 
brazen brow, eſpecially when I was informed it was 


done by a woman that profeſſes religion, —a woman 


that is a hember of a church, —a woman that goſ- 
| miniſters countenance and viſit; I never was 


more ſurpriſed; and muſt confeſs it was ſuch a 


piece of infernal preſumption, ſuch contempt 
of God, ſuch rebellion againſt his command, 
and ſuch daring inſolence, as I never read nor 
heard of as coming from any of the weaker ſex 
fince I have been in the world. 5 
I turned my thoughts to all the boneurable 
women mentioned in ſcripture, to their writings, 


and to their conduct; I conſidered the leſſon that 


Bathſheba taught her ſon Solomon, and of the 
council ſhe gave him, together with the deſcrip- 


tion ſhe gives of a virtuous. woman; who ſeeketh 


wool and flax, and worketh willingly with ber bands; 
that ſhe layeth her bands to the ſpindle, and ber 
hands hold the diſtaff, that ſhe is not afraid of the 


ſnow, for ber bouſehold are clothed with ſcarlet ; 


that ſhe maketh fine linen and ſelleth it; that ſhe 
Jooketh well to her houſebold, and eateth not the bread 


of idleneſs, Prov. chap. 31. This prophecy I 


admire; and as Solomon was the fon of her womb, 
and the ſon of ber vows, ſhe acted the mother's 
part in endeavouring to inſtruct him, and took 
her part of the burthen, as all mothers ought to 
do, inſtead of laying the whole weight upon the 
father; but when Solomon came to the 
| throne, 
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throne, the dignity of the mother did not nee 5 
the obedience of a ſubject; ſhe laid by her 


power to command, and took a petition, I defire 
one ſmall veTITION of thee, I proy thee ſay me not 
nay, 1 Kings 11. 20. 


I conſidered the conduct of the virgin 1 
who at the marriage in Cana in Galilee, when the 


mother of Jeſus ſaid unto him, They have no wine; 


and of the rebuke ſhe got for limiting the power 


of God, Woman what have I to do with thee? mine 
bour is not come, John ii. 24. I conſidered the 
reproofs ſhe gave him at his firſt public appear- 


ance, when ſhe ſaid unto him, Son, why haſt thou ' 


dealt thus. with us? behold, thy father and I have 


ſought thee ſorrowing. And be ſaid unto them, Hos 


is it that ye ſought me? wiſt ye not that 1 muſt be 
about my father's buſineſs? Luke ii. 48, 49, I pe- 
ruſed the conduct of Deborab, that pious prophet- 
eſs in Ifrael, who, upon the delivery of her divine 


meſſage to Barak, refuſed to go without her; 
Pho declared to him that a woman ſhould take 


the honour of the victory; yet ſhe did not bring 
againſt him à railing accuſation. She joined with 


Barak in the ſong, inſtead of publiſhing a ro- penny 


ballad againſt him; Then ſang Deborah and Barak, 
the fon of Abinoam, on that day, ſaying, Praiſe ye 
the Lord for avenging of Iſrael, Judges v. 1, 2.— 

Awake, awake Deborah ;- awake, awake, utter 4 
ſony: Ariſe Barak, and lead thy 0 captive, 
Ibou ſon of Ow; verſe 12. 


THEE _ 
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There is no wo-penny ſquib in all this ſong 
fired off againſt Barak, though he ſhewed ſuch 
unbecoming cowardice, It is true, ſhe did not 
write with that meekneſs and candour that hypo- 
rites call for in our days. Curſe ye Meroz, ſays 
Deborah; but this rancour, muſt be overlooked, 
ſeeing the Angel of the Lord ſaid, Curſe ye Meroz, 
curſe ye bitterly the inbabitants thereof ,; becauſe they 
came not up to ibe belp of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord againſt the mighty, Judges v. 23. If they 
are curſed who come not to help, they are not 
likely to be bleſſed who hatch miſchief in the 
chimney corner, on purpoſe to hinder the Lord's 
belpers againſt the mighty. © 

I have conſidered the conduct of Abigail to- 
ward David, when he and his men were equipped 
and armed to deſtroy her whole houſe; which 
certainly ſavoured of a little Jpleen and 1 
but ſhe did not throw it in his teeth, nor tell 
him that he was too big by one-half, but 
fell at his feet, and ſaid, Upon me, my Lord, upon 
me let this iniquity be, and let thine handmaid 1 pray 
thee ſpeak in thine audience, and bear the words of 
thine handmaid. Let not my Lord, I pray thee, re- 
gard this man of Belial, even Nabal; for as bis 
name is ſo is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with 
him; but thine handmaid ſaw not the | young men 
avbom thou didſt ſend. Now therefore my lord, as 
the Lord liveth, and as thy ſoul liveth, ſeeing the 
Lord hath withbolden thee from coming to ſhed blood, 
and from avenging thyſelf with thine own hand; now 
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let thine enemies, and they that ſeek evil to my lord, 
be as Nabal. I pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of 
thine bandmaid; for the Lord will certainly make 
my lord a ſure bouſe; becauſe my lord fighteth the 
battles of the Lord, and evil hath not been found in 
thee all thy days: Yet a man tis riſen up to purſue 
| thee and ſeek thy ſoul, but the ſoul of my lord ſhall be 
bound in the bundle of life, 1 Sam. xxv. 24—28. 
This woman does not accuſe him of any rancour, 
ſpleen, or bitterneſs; ſne brings no railing accu- 
ſation againſt the man after God's own heart; ſhe 
complains not of his being too big; ſhe gives 
no rules to him to go by, nor limits the divine 
power that. was with him by preſcribing to the 
Holy. Ghoſt that came on bim after Samuel had 

anointed him. She enforces the promiſe, pre- 
dicts his ſalvation and the deſtruction of his 
enemies, and deſires to be remembered 2 him 
when it would be well with him. 

I have conſidered the ſong of Hannah, ks 
ſuffered ſo. long (on the account of her barren- 
neſs) under Peninab, who is ſaid to be her adver- 
ſary, who provoked her ſore to make her fret becauſe 
that the Lord had ſhut up ber womb ; and this ſhe 
did year by year, when ſhe went up to the houſe of - © 
the Lord, ſo ſhe provoked ber; therefore ſhe. wept 
and did not eat, 1 Sam. i. 6, 7. Nor did the con- 

duct of Eli, who charged her with. drunkenneſs, 
diveſt her of that modeſty and candour that * 
comes women profeſſing godlineſs; ſne never 
Meations a word + her huſband Elkanah, 


wha : 
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who I think dealt very unkindly and untenderly 
with her; ſhe only acknowledged that by firength 
mo man could prevail over the womb or any thing 
elſe. Nor does ſhe bring one ſlander againſt the 
prieſt, who had innocently brought a falſe charge 
againſt her, who was one of the beft of women ; 
which muſt be very provoking to one of a 
broken heart, influenced by the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſmaſhed and ſhattered by the repeated inſults of 
an hypocrite, who had been her rival in the 
Bed as well as her adverſary in religion; for tis 
faid he made her fret, becauſe the Lord's band had 
gone out againſt her in ſhutting her womb. But 
Hannah brings no charge in a wo- penny pampblet 
againſt either the prieſt or the huſband; ſhe 
ſpeaks of the providence of God, of the ſalva- 
tion of the ſaints, and of the deſtruction of hy- 
pocrites : He will keep ihe feet of his ſaints, and 
the wicked ſhall be filent in darkneſs ;, for by flrength 


Hall no man prevail. The adverſaries of the Lord © 


Hall be broken to Pieces; ; out of heaven jew be . 
der upon them, 1 Sam. ii. 9, 10. | 
T have conſidered all the good. propheteſſes 


of the old and new teſtament, "together with all 


them that are called faithful or honourable women 
in Paul's days, who had lodged ftirangers—brought 
up children waſbed the ſaints feet—laboured with 
Paul and helped him—who carried his meſſages or 
epiſ len who ſerved the churches—who' were to 
be received, relieved, and brought on their ways by 


the members of the ſame, or to be conducted 
ſaſe 
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ſafe over the difficult or dangerous parts of their 
road, ſo that nothing was 10 be lacking to them; 
but not one of all theſe women, who were 
called faithful or bonourable, ever wrote a word 
againſt a penitent ſinner or a believer, much leſs 
againſt a miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Il have conſidered the falſe propheteſſes amine 

whom Ezekiel was commanded to prophecy, Ezek. 
xiii. 17. who were to be rebuked, and againſt 
whom God pronounces his woe: Vo ts the women 
that ſew pillows under all arm- holes, and make ter- 
chiefs upon the bead, verſe 18. Theſe were ac- 
cuſed of polluting God's name among his people 
for bandfulls of barley, and for pieces cf bread, ra- 
ther than work; wherefore, ſaith God, I am againſt 
vour pillows, wherewith ye hunt ſouls to make them 
fee from the truth. I will ſear them from your 
arms, and will let the ſouls go; your. kerchiefs alſo 
will I tear, and deliver my people cut of your band; 
becauſe with lies ye have made the righteous ſad whom 
I have not made ſad, and firengthened the bands of. 
the wicked, Ezek. xili. 20—22, But I cannot 
find that one of theſe ever wrote againſt a ſervant 
or prophet of the Lord. 

Even the witch of Ender, though ſhe was a 
pimp for the devil in private, yet had modeſty 
enough to conceal her friend, and her private con- 
verſe with him, until the king of Vrael diſguiſed 
bimſelf, and went to her with a petrtion, and an 
_ oath of God in bis mouth, fwearing unto her, as the © 
Lord liveth there ſhall no puniſhment kappen unto thee _ 
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for this thing, 1 Sam. xxviiis 10. This woman's 
 wvickedneſs was exceeding great; ſhe is ſaid to 
hold converſe with a familiar ſpirit; to correſpond ' 
with the devil, be a bawwd to him, and ſtand pimp 
for him, is the quinteſſence of ſpiritual wickedneſs ; 
yet to give this daugbier of the devil her due, it 
muſt be granted that ſhe was not without ſome 
modeſty, for ſhe never reproaches the king for 
what he had done, only ſays to his meſſenger, 
Bebold thou knoweſt what Saul has done, how be 
bath cut off thoſe that have familiar ſpirits, and the 
wizards out of the land, wherefore then layeſt thou a 
| ſnare for my life, to cauſe me to die? 1 Sam. xxviii. 
9. Yet even this woman, who had loſt ſo many 
brothers and ſiſters in profeſſion, did not write to 
ridicule-the king, though he had deſtroyed ſo many 
of her own ſynagogue, that belonged to the ſame 
fraternity, or was familiar with the ſame father; 
nor does ſhe inveigh againſt any of the children of 
ae whom Saul employed to cut off the wizards 
and witches; and ſo far is ſhe from writing twos 
penny volumes againſt the Lord's ſervants. that ſhe 
is frightened at the appearance of her own father 
when he had ſwaddled himſelf up in the likeneſs 
of Samuel's mantle. For when the woman ſaw Sa- 
muel ſhe cried with a loud voice, and the woman ſaid, 
Why. haſt thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. And 
the king ſaid unto her, Be not afraid, for what ſaweſs 
thou? and the woman ſaid unto Saul, I ſaw gods 


© aſcending out of the earth, for an old man cometh up 


covered with a mantle, 1 Sam. xxviii. 12, 13, 14. 
. | This 
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This woman is ſo far from oppoſing the pro- 
phets of God, that ſhe could not fand before 
the devil when he was diſguiſed in a prophet's man- 
tle, until the king encouraged her, and told her 
not to be afraid. | 
Among all the women that are called mothers in 
Lrael—among all the women that are called Slαον 
—among all that are called faithful among all 
that are called propbeteſſes of the Lord among all 
that are called honourabie women among all that 


are ſaid to miniſter to the Saviour, or help his ſer- 


vants; nay, not one among the falſe propbeteſſes, 
not Herodias herſelf; not one among Paul's 


tattling women, who waxed wanton, learned to be 


idle, wandering about from houſe io houſe; not one 
of the old wives that dealt in fables; not one of 
the witches that held familiarity with the devil 
himſelf, had ever courage or inſolence enough to 

 <orite againſt the ſervants of the Lord but IEZ EBEL; 
who, among all the females that ever were born of 


- . women, was the moſt infamous for /piritual 


wickedneſs and murder; and het end was as dread- 
ful as her life was vile. She wrote letters in 
Abab's name, and ſealed them with his ſeal, and ſent 
the letters unto the elders, and to the nobles that were 
in Abab's city dwelling with Nabeth, This woman. 
was not afraid to ſend her addreſs from houſe to 
houſe ;. ſhe deſired to ſhew her abilities—ſhe was 
not aſhamed of the cay/e ſhe eſpouſed. * She wrote 

in the letters, ſaying, Proclaim a faſt [this woman 
Vas not without religion—ſhe enforced faſting], 


II - . 
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and ſet Nahoth on high among the people ; that is, 


ſhe pretended to exalt him as one of God's ſervants, 


but conceals her villanous intention; and when 
you have done this then ſet the children of the 
devil at him ſet two men, ſons of Belial [or the 


devil] before him, to bear witneſs againſt bim [ charge 
him with antinomianiſm and difloyalty], /aying, 


Thou didſt blaſpheme God and the king; and then 

carry bim out, and ſtone bim that be may die — 
And the men of bis city, even the elders and the nobles 
(who are no great friends to religion), did as Je- 
zabel bad ſent unto them, and as it was written in 


the letters which ſbe had ſent ; and they proclaimed a 


Fla, and ſet Naboth on high among the people. 


ſuppoſe they ſaid they had no doubt of his being 
a ſervant of the Lord: And there came in two men, 
' children of Belial, and ſat before bim. I ſuppoſe 
one was a plaiſterer, and the other a muſiciau; be 


that as it may, they enforced the law, and ſhewed 


they were no friends to Antinomianiſm, nor to 
party ſpirits, for they agreed in their verdlict. And 
the men of Belial witnb/ſal againſt bim, even againſt 
Nabotb in the preſence of the people, ſaying, Naboth 
did blaſpheme God and the king. Theſe men en- 


forced the moral late, and ſhewed their loyalty in 
bearing a public witneſs againſt this ſingular 


man, who would not -part with' his vineyard ; 


Then -they carried Naboth forth out of the city, and 


Stoned bim with ſtones that be died, 1 "RO xxi. 1 
92 * 11, 12 13. 1 5 ; | 
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This venerable mother Jezabel is all the precedent ' 
that our preſent propheteſs has got to countenance 
her in writing againſt the ſervants of God; and 
the myſtical body, to which this name Jezabel is 
now applied, is as pregnant with miſchief, and as 
unſatiated for the blood of the ſaints, as her literal 
mother was, and all the artillery of God is le- 
velled at her; even at poprſpo 7ezabel, who calls ber- 
ſelf a propheteſs and pretends to teach. From theſe 
few obſervations it may be. ſeen how the ſervants 
of God have fared in every age; and 1 ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew that the beſt of men have been 
charged with antinomianiſm, and of being influenced” 
by a bad ſpirit ; though it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the devil never could harden any women to 
write againſt the ſervants of God but Jezabel. 

In prophetic times the prophets were called fools; 
| ſpiritual men were called mad; the ſnare of a fowler 
in all his ways, and was hated in the houſe of bis 
God, Hoſ. ix. 7, 8. If he was a foo! he was 
tinctured with entbufiaſm, and if mad he was in- 
fluenced by a bad ſpirit, for all madneſs is of the 
devil, Chriſt was accuſed of being influenced 
by a bad ſpirit; they ſaid he caft out devils by Beel- 
zebub, who was the God of Ekron; he was accuſed 
of. antinomianiſm—This man is not of God—he 
makes void the law—he keepeth not the ſabbath, 
John ix. 16. he was accuſed of diſloyalty— he 
ſpeaketh againſt Ceſar, John xix. 12. 

Paul was accuſed of teaching the people to for- 
ſake Maſes, and of doing evil that good might come: 

G and 
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and all theſe enemies pretended great zeal for the 
law ; even Jezabel herſelf fled for refuge here, as 
hath been already obſerved. It appears evident 
that the worſt adverſaries that ever Chriſt or his 
church have had upon earth, were hypocritical 
profeſſors of religion; and all their rage and 
murder that they committed upon the ſaints, 
| was always done under a cloak of zeal for the 
boy law of God. Fezabel pretended to act by 
this rule: Naboth Blaſphemed Ged and the king— 
fone him to death. Whoſoever' curſeith his God ſhall 
bear bis fin ; and be that blaſphemeth the name of the 
Lord, be ſhall ſurely be put to death; all the congre- 
_ gation ſhall certainly ſtone him, Levit. xxiv. 15, 16. 
Ihe Jews took ſhelter under the law when they 
crucified Chriſt; We have a law, and by our law 
he ought to die, becauſe he made himſelf the ſon of 
God, John xix. 7. But the holy law of God was 
no protection for them; it countenances no mur- 
derer, no falſe witneſs, no hypocrite, no lan- 
derer, no falſe teacher, no falſe accuſer; Did 
not Moſes give you the law ? and yet none of you 
| keep the law: Why go ye about to kill me, John vii. 
19. When the Saviour brought the law againſt. 
them, they accuſed him of a bad Joirit they 
ſaid, Thou baſt a devil. Who goeth about to kill 
thee ? verſe 20. This was the Jews plea againſt 
Paul: And they are informed of thee, that thou 
teacheſt all the Fews which are among the Gentiles to 
' forſake Moſes; ſaying, that they ought not to circum- 
cife their children, neither to walk after the cuſtoms, 
| +" } > G8 
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Acts xxi. 21, The rulers that attempted to put 
Paul to death at Jeruſalem put on this cloak : 
Thou ſeeſt brother Paul how many thouſands there are 
that believe, and they are all zealous of the law, 
Acts xxi. 20. And under this cloak of malici- 
ouſneſs they laid violent hands upon tae apoſtle, . cry= 
ing out, Men of Iſrael belp; this is the man that 
teacheth all men every where againſt the people, and 
the law, and this place, verſe 28. Poor Stephen 
was murdered under this cloak : Then they ſuborn- 
ed men which ſaid, We have heard bim ſpeak blaſ- 
phemous words againſt Moſes and againſt God, For 
we have heard bim ſay, that this Feſus ſhall deſtroy 
this place, and ſhall change the cuſtoms which Moſes 
delivered us, Acts vi. 11. 14. | 
Thus' it appears how the children of the free- 
woman have been put to death by the children of 
Hagar; and all under a cloak of zeal for the law. 
Modern hypocrites fly. here when they attempt 
to ridicule the grace of God; yea, even Phari- 
ſees, who are farther from the kingdom of God 
than publicans and harlots, will charge the chil- - 
dren of God with want of love to holineſs. Yet 
none of theſe perſecutors and murderers were 
deſtitute of candour. It is true, they uſed ſharp- 
neſs againſt the ſaints; yet even Jezabel, though 
ſhe charged Nabotb with antinomianiſm, or mak- 
ing void the law, by laſpheming God and the king, 
yet ſhe ſhewed much gentleneſs and candour to 
ſome that were of a different perſuaſion, for ſhe 
on four hundred of eheſe at her own table. ; 
„ But 
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But I ſuppoſe you want to know what theſe. 
people mean by. candour. Let me once more 
deſcribe an hypocritical profeſſor of religion; though 
I have touched upon him before in this dif. 
courſe, yet I will ſtir up your pure minds again 
by way of remembrance. 

Firſt, They attend alarming preachers, and 
receive ſome /ight into the letter of the law; which 
light does not reach the heart to diſcover ſin, 
but the bead only, which is enlightened into the 
letter of the law; they have 4 form of knowledee 
[that is all] and of tbe truth in the law, Rom. ii. 
20. This form of knowledge is the lamp which 
theſe fooliſp virgins take; the law is a light to 
their feet, the commandment is a lamp, Prov. vi. 23. 
Theſe are ſaid, as Paul ſaid of himſelf, to be 
alive without the law; that is, they are alive to 
this their form of knowledge, and accordingly | 
make this form their only and all-ſufficient rule of 
life; and no wonder, when they have not got the 
law at all they are alive without the law—the 
law has not killed them. To this form of know- 
Tedge which they are alive to, they perform a deal 
of eye-ſervice, which is mercenary ; ſuch as the 
elder ſon boaſted of, who told his father that be 
never tranſereſſed his commandment at any time, - 

ing, Lo, theſe many years do 1 ſerve thee, Luke xv. 

29. in the oldneſs of the letter, Rom. vii. 6. To 
this form of knowledge out of the law, the hypo- 
crite adds an aſſent to the truths of the goſpel ; 
the law is his lamp and his rule—the goſpel ſerves. 
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al for a cloak, To this aſſent to the truths of 
the goſpel, they add a reformation of life. and 
manners, which is called 2/caping the pollution ha 


is in the world; and their apoſtacy is called a turn "IF 
ing from the boly commandment, not from the pro- 


miſe of Chriſt, nor the grace of God, but from the 
holy commandment delivered to them, 2 Peter ii. 20, 
21. To this form of knowledge out of the lam, 
and aſſent to the goſpel (or what is called a feigned. 
faith), and an external reformation, they add one 
thing more, which makes the hypocrite paſs in 
diſguiſe into the church; which is, they ſhew 
their wiſdom, in being forward to talk; they are 
diligent in their will worſhip, and put on the. 
garb of voluntary humility, Coloſſ. ii. 18. 23. 
which completes the ſpiced or perfumed hypo- 
crite, who hath been ſweetened and embalmed by 
an empty profeſſion, and appears to be changed 
by the goſpel juſt as lemon peel is by clarified ſugar ; 
hence their fummery or candour is called a ſweet 
ſpirit; and ſuch a diſguiſed perfumed hypocrite is 
called a candid perſon. There were great num 


bers of old women in Jeruſalem who made a 


livelihood by ſuch meekneſs and candour as this; 


they were called mourning women, and uſed to 


be hired at burials to weep and mourn when the 
ſurviving could not do it; you might have 
enough of it if you had but money to pay them 
for it. God talks of theſe hypocrites: Thus faith. 
| the Lord of hoſts, Conſider ye, and call for 
mourning 9 and ſend for cunning women, : 


"on 
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that they may come, and let them make haſte 
and take up a wailing for us, Jer. ix. 17, 18. 
But what has all this to do with a ſaint of God? 
he is quite another thing ; the law proceeds from 
God to bim; he receives it at his mouth, and lays up 
his words in his heart; the commandment comes 
with power, ſin revives and he dies, and then riſes 
with Chriſt under the operations of the Spirit of God; 
ſuch walk in newneſs of life, and ſerve in the new- 
neſs of the Spirit, follow Chriſt in the regeneration, 
and go from ftrength to ftrength till they appear be- 
fore God in Zion; and as many as walk according to 
this rule, mercy on them and peace, and upon be Iſrael 
f God. | | 
From what has been ſaid, it is plain, there is 
nothing 4 in this text that militates againſt a la- 
bourer in the Lord's vineyard, or againſt a good 
ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus; nor is there any thing in 
it that countenances or encourages ſenſual men or 
mourning women, to vilify, ſlander, or ridicule the 
ſervants of God as being deſtitute of candour. _ 
The ſame God that tells me to be gentle, tells me 
to uſe ſharpneſs where it is wanted; to be gentle to 
all men, yet to reject an heretic after the firſt or 
ſecond. admonition; to be apt to teach, and yet to 
flop the "mouths of gainſayers; to reprove and re. 
 buke, as well as comfort and encourage ; ; to honour 
widows that are widows indeed; but not to ſuffer 
idle, tattling, canting women to teach, nor to ul urp 
authority over the man; to inſiſt upon ſuch wo- 
men's ng the ſpindle and diftaff, inſtead of eating 
th | ihe 


Deſcribed and Vindicated. "of 3 


the bread of idleneſs and living upon the labour of 
others. Behold this was the iniquity of their /iſter 


Sodom, pride, fi ulineſs of bread, and abundance of © 


idleneſs, Ezek. xvi. 49. and 'tis women that give 
themſelves over to the ſame /azy life, that are 
bringing the ſame fiery judgments on their own 
ſouls; who, rather than work with their hands, 
will pretend even to the Spirit of grace, counterfeit 
religion, injure the miniſtry, oppoſe the ſervants 
of God, and expoſe the worſhippers of him to contempt 
at the doors -of the congregation, and ſet the 
uncircumciſed to triumph in order to pick up a 
feu pence, to indulge their idleneſs rather than ſtoop 
to the needle, or to the honeſt calling of gathering 
a few rags, or ſelling laces and pins. Such ſet them- 
ſelves up for propheteſſes and teachers, and ſo blind 
the eyes of poor ſimple people and mump a livelihood 
out of them, while theſe. poor honeſt ſouls think 
they are ſerving Chriſt, by houſing and feeding his 
ſaints; whereas they are only ſerving the devil, 
nurſing his hypocritical family, and bringing 
themſelves to poverty. God ſays, F they will not 
work neither ſhall they eat; keep ſuch tallling po- 
crites as theſe out of your houſes; enquire after 
the experience of their religion, and keep your 


| pantry door locked, and they will ſoon have done 


with you, when they find you deſtitute of candour. 


Remember, a real believer thinks *tis more bleſſed 


to give than to receive; a true chriſtian is diligent in 
buſineſs and fervent in ſpirit. Sucli idle, tattling, 
graceleſs women wa PER to the Spirit of God, 
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© while they are deſtitute of his operations and act 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to the word of the Lord, 


fin with an higher hand than I did when in a ſtate 
of nature; for even then there appeared ſomething 
ſo ſacred and awful in the name Holy Spirit or 
Holy Gboſt, that I never cared even to mention it 
-unlefs in reading; but theſe hardened hypocrites 
are more undaunted than Simon Magus; he of— 
fered to buy the Spirit with money, and theſe pre- 
tend to be influenced by him in order to get 
money. God ſhall diſcover h woman, whom I 
believe to be deſtitute of all reverence of God or 
fear of him. And Mr. Holywellmount, who bought 
ninety two-penny volumes to circulate in order 


. to injure me in the work of the Lord, he knows 


nothing of the plague of his own heart, nor of a 
ſpiritual birth; and as for Sir Ham Cottiſh and Mr. 
Belly, God never ſent them at all to preach his 
word. As I have obtained mercy, I hope to be 
found faithful, to try the ſpirits whether they are of 


God, and to try them which ſay they are apoſtles or 


evangeliſts, and to prove them liars if they are not. 
This is a work that belongs to the Lord's ſer- 
vants, and God in his own time ſhall ring forth J 
our righteouſneſs as the light, and our judgment as the 1 
noon day; and then it ſhall be made manifeſt 
who are his and who not. Now to the king eter- 
nal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, our 
Saviour, be glory, majeſty, dominion, and power, 
now and for ever. Amen and Amen, 
A IN 
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